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Abstract: Traffic flow prediction is an important foundation and a hot research direction for traffic management in intelligent
transportation systems (ITS). Traditional methods for traffic flow prediction typically rely on a large amount of high-quality historical
observation data to achieve accurate predictions, but the prediction accuracy significantly decreases in more common scenarios with data
scarcity in traffic networks. To address this problem, a transfer learning model is proposed based on spatial-temporal graph convolutional
networks (TL-STGCN), which leverages traffic flow features from a source network with abundant data to assist in predicting future traffic
flow in a target network with data scarcity. Firstly, a spatial-temporal graph convolutional network based on time attention is employed to

learn the spatial and temporal features of the traffic flow data in both the source and target networks. Secondly, domain-invariant spatial-
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temporal features are extracted from the representations of the two networks using transfer learning techniques. Lastly, these domain-
invariant features are utilized to predict the future traffic flow in the target network. To validate the effectiveness of the proposed model,
experiments are conducted on real-world datasets. The results demonstrate that TL-STGCN outperforms existing methods by achieving the
highest accuracy in mean absolute error, root mean square error, and mean absolute percentage error, which proves that TL-STGCN
provides more accurate traffic flow predictions for scenarios with data scarcity in traffic networks.

Key words: intelligent transportation; traffic flow prediction; graph convolution network (GCN); attention mechanism; transfer learning
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Re-Kee2Co SR ISHAT GLU W0, BRIk, B (8] 48 B80T LLE XOR:
Ts,% = PO (Q) € RPKHDC (11
Hrr, P, Q#Z& GLU WHIN, « NI 5, ©J& Hadamard 3€32%, o N Sigmoid BIH EAEL.
324 WEEBR
B 2 ARV E AN B 7 SRR A — A2 (A AR E M AR, HAE RS 2 A AR S AT 0 — fh ) b 3k
By b G 25 1 AR SRS SRR BR8] 5 AR 2 SR R B A (B RRAAE, PR B 345 AR 2 0 A i)
AL, TCRE (0 45 W RE NS S IR N B U 1R 46 FE 045 2, I L8k S e b 78 25 Il ARt AR b e ) (s B B R B 8B 1A
2 B BRI & e RPVC iR 7+ e RO-2K-swxC B FR 0 R



8 A T

=T *TReLU((al*G (rg*rx’)) (12)
Hop, @' FREBRUZ, TR /3 BUAEREE 1 ANFIES 2 MG RUE, ReLU (1) NEMERGE R AL
25 LR, AU BRI 4 LR £, (), M4 T2 SRR B AR B SRR R R . 45 8 AR R
STIEAE X, KIABAERE A, Jeilid 3 s ML N B AT R, P S AR AR A 3] BRI ) ) S AR
FoRH W
H, = £,((X,.A:6,)) (13)
o, g, R4 S T2 5
33 HEN
R LRI 2 EB R E £, () TERFESR IS, B 2 2] BISUIE H ARSI AL 7= 2000 BS R HT . 2R
1M, BT PN RHER IR 20 AR AN [, VRIS U 2R AR B R 8 BB 78 21 H AR, BRI A SR ARt 0@
PR 7 2N ) 22 57, 2 SR AR (AR AR R R, DM AT R PO 78 TL-STGCN F i i — Mg 5 25 A b, 4
) ) 5 FHRFAE R B A 25, L Hb 380 51 28 FH 5 25 92 51 B RRFE 2R 7 5k B IR I0E 2 H bRk, i x4 77 =0
YIZARIF 51 #5 FHAFAE S 25 DA 2 27 B B8 B2 YRS R R AiE RO
BLARRUE, 4578 R B AR RIS ] , SPI5) &5 2) — A R3S, (H,:6,) , o0, A RTINZRIN S 5L, 2%
BB RFIE RN 2 YRR it 30 SE 8L YRR B ARk 2 A1 Wasserstein #5525 W, TH5L 00

Wl = Sup EPHS [ﬁv (Hgagw)] - E]PHT [fw (Hgsaw)] (14)
A<t

HAf, Pys , Py 20 BIONIRIRAN B AR B SRR R R 2045, ||£,|l, < 1 9 Lipschitz 295, REL £, IS ECER W 2
1-Lipschitz. %, i g A U0 T 385000 1) 28351 0 KL LU s 5 Wasserstein 55

NS TS-1 N T7-1
La(0X5) =575 00 (K5 A%0)] 0~ 2 D ([ AT 00) 09
i=1 =0 j=1 =0

o, [ £ (XS5,A8:0,) | RoRIRILIE 5 § AN RSB BRI IER R, [ £, (X;(,A”;ag)]j Fon BRI R AT AR
(38 BB RFIE R R
T G PRI B R, AL BHL 60, IS I AR FEAE T L, 5RMH4AT Lipschitz £13:
Lows (A1) = (IVaf, (B0,)11~ 1) (16)
Forp, A FRORTFIEAN HARIURIE R AR5 2 [ Y B BT A
Y, BT SRR ORAG I R AL T Wasserstein [ ES:
H})ax-de =¥ Lo an

b,y SRR RETE T )T R AL
FENZRI T Ze ¥ 38 A S I SR B I A, SR 5 TR 1 3 1K S 80 AR, i fe /M b Wasserstein #5551l {H,
A HRFAIE i B ) 4% 5 =) 380388 2 S B /N AR R s AR BB 3R 38U A8 B REAIE 26 7% 2 STl R W U T B oK B/ 1)
SR
rr}ginrr})aXLWd =¥ Lo (18)

A3 (18) @I BRI Ty 202 2 B RBNEZE R M FFIER TR, B4 5 I BN R N RE LR,
3.4 ZBIM

AR SO H A A2 25 ST AN AR R A0 S 5 M R ARFALE R 7%, BTG FROIU 800 4 R 1) L B 3 1 R R 28 Jd it PRIk TL-
STGCN it — A2 M TS, eI H ARl i) AR Sk 28 i i e 4 4 B3R 3 I g AR .

SOBTAEE ELE N G — DAL B £, (), 4 AR IR AER R H 3T £, (H,: 0, ) 73 EZIRIK T3



FZ & BERAERRGF R R AE TN 9

WA, et o, T IR Il 4
SNBSSy TN B0 IR, G FIRTIE £, (H5:6,) 9 R, = (£,00055,)
BTN £ (BT 0,0) 19 KT, = (£,1000 050, « SEEH S BT 40 BT PRI 22454

AT WA TR P27 J5 iR Z 4K B ﬁl&ﬁﬁ VP, TSR H AR 35k A 45 2 B 8070 ) 5 3L

-1 ptq

2
sru HS TS Z Z Xivk xt+k|| (19)
=0 k=p+1
77 -1 pHq 5
ng( T7— Z Z ”.ka —X;Ck” (20)
=0 k=p+1
25 b, ARSCHEH ) TL-STGCN A5 78 5 28451 45 bR B in - -
m1n.£m + L +/1max (Lva =Y Lead) (21)

9& pre

For, A AT E T AR P ANRFE R 7R 27 2 2 [ S48 R 4L
4 THAHH

4.1 HiEE

A B B S H R 4 PEMS04. PEMSO08, PEMS-BAY . METR-LA 223k i 4 4 1) A5 250 1k 3447 38IE . PEMS,
METR-LA 43 Al 2 M EE A B RS AL R A B B @ s, B Eh a7 ERE. THEE. %%
5 8. A FA P B R B 50, S04/, 8@ A B A% AR SRR, B RAENZE T 30 s/ M SR UR B T
BRI TRIAIEE g 5 min FIBARRE AR, RIAE AR BRES /NI USSR 12 NEIRFEAR, MR 3 R AL E 288 AN R,
R EHRE N RIR IR 2 iR,

A TE PEMS04. PEMS08. METR-LA. PEMS-BAY " #J2JEIB ¥4 4 S-PEMS04. S-PEMS08. S-METR-
LA. S-PEMS-BAY. HARK i, 2% PEMS04. PEMSO08 FikHL AT 56 R NIIZE, & 3 KIEHE IR
£ER M) S-PEMS04. S-PEMSO08; A METR-LA. PEMS-BAY 73 BIEEHT 100 K AIEHE N4, |5 3 RAEHE
IR A A Y S-METR-LA. S-PEMS-BAY.

MR BAHE S AP A B AR A B H AR B PR 45 T-PEMS04. T-PEMS08. T-METR-LA. T-PEMS-BAY. H#x
ARG LR 4 A JFIREIR R 5 14 RIS BT EARE, A ar 11 RoANGE, 5 3 FOMHREE. thab, w2 X
— AR i G SR SRABEDL I bSR30 e 2 ) T 0 L, 4 SR e s B R 2 O AR op e B,
BRINK B AR IR BRI E N 20%, BIMUITZREHE S BEALIE I 20% BB ILE 50 0. B bRk 3o S F i
HIREHIR IR 3 PR,

x2JRIGEIRE LR IR ®3 OHMREL PR R
H e LIRS I [ 5 [ K IHERE  WERE
PEMS04 307 2018.01.01-2018.02.28 S-PEMS04, S-PEMS08 56 3
PEMS08 170 2017.07.01-2018.08.31 S-METR-LA, S-PEMS-BAY 100 3
PEMS-BAY 325 2017.01.01-2017.05.31 H bR Hc 42 1 3
METR-LA 207 2012.03.01-2012.06.30

4.2 FLINFERIFHIEHR
N T P TL-STGCN A 1 30, 433Kk F P 4854 1% 2 (mean absolute error, MAE) B, R 2Z
(root mean square error, RMSE) B4 U\&$i’ﬂ@ﬂ§§}tlﬁbﬁ§é (mean absolute percentage error, MAPE) BR%, 5& ST :

N M-1 p+q

MAE = D0 D b= ] (22)

i=1 1=0 k=p+1



10 BRAP AR Hrr e B o G w Sl

RMSE = | —— (Xroti = Riris) (23)
MNq i=1 =0 k=p+1
1 WA |xz+k.i = Xpri
MAPE = —— —_— 24
MNq ; prs k:ZpH Krrk,i

o, x NESEMARRIZ IR, £ AEIBROTNE, M AR, N 9T s

AR 1 h (p=12) 5 S A ]S T3 R 5K 30 min (g = 6) FIZSER. FESRL R, AR (1 I 25 4 A0 R B
BEHR £, () B 24 25 (I 2 PR A RS 2L B, 328 f, IR TS ER £, () 200 B AN AR R A A R 3
y FUA Gy A E N 10 A 1. BRPIM B 22 2 F oy TR TR % > R o, BN 0.000 1, LAAE 50 MIZRS
0.8 FIE 2R k. LR/ NLE A 64, IRAIRECH 500.

JYSAIE TL-STGCN AR Y 14 8, 1% 4 DL B 28 77247 X B

o HA: ffi [ H bRII 5 s i 2~ S5 (8 3047 Tl

o GRUP: S FH 4% ML 56 1 Fef 1 2 21 Skl 358 38978 0K ARSI, AR SCHE H A i 4 3T GRU B Sk
TR AS @R

o GCNPY: GON B2 i $1 X 4% TRV RFAIE ST TN, ASSCAE B AR S 3047 GON A2 SR i 28 @8 i

o STGCN™: ¥ GCN M 185 R4 &, WA FEEUR 2 R, A R AE B b kB 5 I % STGON BERY, 3%
H bR 47 A8 I8 7 T

o DastNet'"’): 454 FH# AR GRU, 7EJI_F 2% 5155 s BN, I FUKE 52 1 21 B OGRS 31 H ARIso, 4Bl
H bR AT AT 55

© MGATP: B35 Bdie B e (1 23 % R0, 485 4 LSTM A1 CNN 5 4% [a)3E 75 70U, o Fduk i A5 8ek v AR AL )
2R EAFE SIS IATIER, B RHE TC AR S T H AR .

o S-only: TEYFIREHE A BAT AL o 2T I (B3R 2 oL R e 25 B S AR I A B, 7 H prdsill ik 4 b B
HEAT TR,

® TL-STGCN-noTA: & TL-STGCN #HEb, Y BRA SR = Japliil, FFRTEIR IS b 2% 5 B RRHE, 78 H Frisl3
& LT .

43 GERESH

(1) 5RL It

BASCHE ) TL-STGCN FIFELBRITE B AR IR 42 AT Rk 30 min (MZCBMNATSS. W T HRAE TR+
SRTELA (HA. GRU. GCN. STGCN), H#:44 H br R4 TN AT, X T H A TR 2 > B,
ASCE I IER 2 ST 45 HME RS TP TL-STGCN #5574 5 JE 2R AV BE 1K 1Al MAE. MAPE. RMSE 1145 %
W 4 PR, Hrpe—"FomiR 220 K, Ui BRI ek 2.

M 4 AT, B 4 A BAREEIRE R BT VEM TR AR KR, 7EAR K Z B R25 A, XF LA B IR FE 2 S48
B, RS ) TL-STGCN R £ B4 7 5k ) 2 3 i 0 FIUAE 55 b A SE A O 1R .

S T B AT TR S S W7 VK, FE TR GG TR R HA BV Rl e 22, X DA L B R O s P ok
HEAT TR, 38 25 e S @ S WA AP E IR 2490 R, FE TR BE 22 21 11 GRU J5 vk B4R RE$E BUCSS i I $i4i [a) (o it )
KR, HRZE T HAF 2K R; GON 19775 REHE IS B IR I 23 MHRFAE, (22 BT % i AR AEEAT AL 3. STGCN
2 % [ B 478 R 08 B30 () e 25 SRR A, AELR I b VR AR T DX 5 1 g e WL B3 SR R B, TR ke, 7R i A ik
F10 22 38 45 D) P T AT AS £

FFg5 A T IERE S I I TTIE, DastNet SR H BN RUERS 5 30 (1977 3N IR ISR U, FIFH 2 7 IR = A
W, TRz 7 v M e A L . (HR TSI F TL-STGCN, X 4& K24 TL-STGCN FJFH T B [R]E: = 0 AL BE % B 47 1
TREVRHIE. MGAT JE 4G TITB % W7k, BoRA T 28 1 R AL, AR R 7 v R A 5 8 6 R



EF F MOHBHRTF R TR TN i

[EVREAIE, $E R AR A8 v, DR A BETIIK T~ TL-STGCN 4.

% F TL-STGCN #7548 Ff S-only Fl TL-STGCN-noTA T &, S-only H4 74 32 i 4% 5 25: A7 7 2% B4 ]
TR IT 45, TR B ARSI AR AE 2R 2 A 1 22 T 80K, TR IE RS 3 ST %, o ikt Re B 2. TL-
STGCN-noTA JIIN T AR SCIIEE SIS HR, 578 N I TR)3E R A ML, F00II0AS B e v, 32 DR R @ et 43k 7 14 7
FCRBIR/INE AR AE R 7 1) 22 57, AT B8 S ok sl b == & (0 iR 1 B AR b, 350 7 AR SO BB R 25
TL-STGCN 54 T B [8)3E 2 JI AL, B8 08 58 4 i b@ BHCHR (8] (R B TR0 AH G 14, it B3R PT40N, TL- STGCN #8845 4k
0 SR 1 2 T % O (1 000 i SR, A B P T R SR

# 4 TL-STGCN 5FRELAE M fabr b AIPHEREXT LL

T, . s TL-STGCN-  TL-
RAELa H bk Y5, HA GRU GCN STGCN DastNet MGAT S-only 10TA STGCN
S-PEMS08 3573 36.53 - 38.51 34.93
T-PEMS04 S-METR-LA 7491 43.86 43.72 42.99 29.05  28.82 3532 28.95 28.41
S-PEMS-BAY 2698  26.63 3247 27.01 26.35
S-PEMS04 23.59 2351 2722 23.41 22.80
T-PEMS08  S-PEMS-BAY 56.82 26.80 35.03 26.51 26.03  25.78 30.58 25.90 25.36
S-METR-LA 26.81 2548 2795 25.61 25.15
MAE S-PEMS04 4.68 4.62 4.97 4.72 4.50
T-PEMS-BAY  S-PEMSO08 18.85 6.88 7.71 6.60 6.85 6.83 7.86 6.51 6.03
S-METR-LA 6.42 6.43 8.58 6.30 6.19
S-PEMS-BAY 7.86 7.90 7.93 8.11 7.74
T-METR-LA S-PEMS04 19.54 12.15 10.04 791 7.69 7.61 8.36 7.84 7.50
S-PEMS08 7.90 7.57 7.98 7.59 7.42
S-PEMS08 32.01 32.36 - 31.61 31.46
T-PEMS04 S-METR-LA — 39.59 3623 38.81 31.06 3094 32.65 30.68 30.01
S-PEMS-BAY 23.85 2353 24.61 23.64 23.16
S-PEMS04 36.76  36.89 36.74 37.98 36.08
T-PEMS08  S-PEMS-BAY — 3836 40.73 40.48 38.63 38.12  38.67 37.93 37.61
S-METR-LA 38.41 38.36 3894 37.99 37.95

MAPE (%)
S-PEMS04 8.71 8.93 9.80 9.03 8.44
T-PEMS-BAY  S-PEMSO08 — 15.00 1629 13.96 11.12 1098 12.64 10.86 10.69
S-METR-LA 13.12 13.06  16.18 13.09 12.87
S-PEMS-BAY 27.01 2693 2758 26.73 26.68
T-METR-LA S-PEMS04 — 3541 3337 26091 26.03 25.83  27.69 25.81 25.38
S-PEMS08 25.13 2498 2695 25.03 24.81
S-PEMS08 51.25 5095 - 55.02 50.16
T-PEMS04 S-METR-LA 11323 60.73 6091 60.23 56.85 5598 64.61 57.82 55.42
S-PEMS-BAY 5392 5426 60.63 55.96 53.51
S-PEMS04 3698  36.72  43.60 37.20 36.14
T-PEMS08  S-PEMS-BAY 80.39 42.29 58.16 4198 40.21 39.78  46.88 39.87 39.04
S-METR-LA 40.79  40.67 4254 40.98 40.23
RMSE S-PEMS04 6.78 6.83 7.92 6.98 6.55
T-PEMS-BAY  S-PEMSO08 16.90 9.61 10.76 9.21 7.03 6.98 7.35 6.99 6.68
S-METR-LA 8.86 898  11.67 8.79 8.34
S-PEMS-BAY 11.43 11.39  11.21 11.61 11.17
T-METR-LA S-PEMS04 24.14 1420 13.47 11.19 10.69 10.56  10.99 10.39 10.26
S-PEMS08 10.53 10.78  11.65 10.93 10.17

(2) B X B A R R PO
T 3k SR A ST FITR H (ROAER (A A, A Be e  h x FT 45 SR A R, 7 B 30 miin (1952 ST T



12 AR AR wrrrdp xR G )

MRS AT T HARFBER N 10%-40% FISLL6. E T Xt b, 1252503 STGCN AEAURT GCN #54. GRU A,

DL 45 BT R 2 ) B DastNet A1 MGAT R#E47%T L. Hidh, STGCN. GCN #1 GRU #i#! {7 T-PEMS08 H#x
BUEPELE LT TR, 17 DastNet. MGAT ALK TL-STGCN 7£ S-PEMS04—T-PEMS08 j#id it

iRl 3 piok.
38 60 65
—6—TL-STGCN
36 + 55k
34 1
HEs )
9030 F Y el 3
Sogl Ty o <y S
L JUOLY S =
26 I 35k
24t
2 g 30
20 1 1 1 1 1 25 1 1 1 1 1 30 I 1 1 1 1
10 15 20 25 30 35 40 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
HORF I (%) HORFRE (%) HURF B (%)
(a) MAE (b) MAPE (c) RMSE

Fo 2 SR T, S5

K3 ARBIEHHE T MAE, MAPE, RMSE

B3 T LB, SRR ) MAE. RMSE ' MAPE 128 56 35 B0 08 7% B =32 00 i BT F, 335698 D sl
HH o7 A, TR P e R 22 . thAh, AR B A BN R S 5L R, AHELT STGCN, TL- STGCN ) MAE. MAPE.
RMSE 551 F T £ T 8.9%. 3.6%. 20.9%; 1 GCN Lk, TL-STGCN [¥] MAE. MAPE. RMSE 5y 3 F¥IFEAK T
32.1%- 8.6%- 34.1%; 1 GRU #iLt, TL-STGCN [ 3 MR ZEFAx 0 B FEIK T 13.5% 2.1%-~ 13.2%. TL-
SGTGCN # tt DastNet, H: MAE F-HIFEAKT 3.0%, MAPE “F-¥IFEK T 1.1%, RMSE 3% R T 2.1%. HB T H—
Tk ot 40 s 37 B TR 792 MGAT 1fij 5, TL-STGCN ) MAE. MAPE. RMSE 8¥5 5l P BAK T 3.2%-
1.2%-+ 1.9%. [RItk, nT75 ka5 S Midh 2 (1 LA, TL-STGCN it REAT) 1H e T2k 28 5008

(3) MZER /N

9T WFFEVNGREE R/ AR B 1 R ) s MR, A SCHE I 28R 26 A A R I 0L N AT R %2 ~J 4155 S- PEMS04—T-
PEMS08 LATHIN H #7538 A K 30 min 3.

T S T IR ZR AR /N K T 25 S s

URE, 4 H RIS T-PEMSO08 MY ZRE R/ A 11 K, BRI E N 20%. A T LA BRI GE RN
SRS BE F S, A SO BRI N R ER B AN 10 K. 20 K. 30 K. 40 K. 50 K, KA MAE il RMSE 15
FRATRERY AT SPAY . & 4 R RIVE I 24 K/ T B9 MAE T RMSE %55, AT Al 15K, TL-STGCN Kk
AR AT, 3 N g il o5 IR IR SRR3R, W LAMIRIST #5822 38AN R I gt

30

28 +

26

MAE

24+

2t
20
10 20 30 40 50 10 20 30 40 50
PR REL (days) PR REL (days)
(a) MAE (b) RMSE

K4 AEPRIRIIZGE RN MAE, RMSE
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SR JEHIE T H BRI 2R B /N T 45 SR () R . 7E RO YR Sk S-PEMS04 (Il ZR4E KN E N 56 K, H bR
T-PESMO8 [F 445 M kA B 58 24 20%. ¥ B ARSI GRE RN ABE A 2 Ky 5K 8 K. 11 KKME H kil
FREE RN TIVERE T R2 0. [ 5 O MAE F1 RMSE WIVEN &5 5. B 4 T DUE W, B bR IZREEER, TL-STGCN
HORL I M Rk LT 1X R RUNBEE H PR 193 2, v LAS 315 £ H AR I R, Ho R G 2T % )
TR AR, B ARl ) AR R IE R R,

35 45

30 + 40 +

I I$3]
25 1 35t
20 30
2 5 8 11 2 5 8 11
H bR 25 R EL (days) H bR I 25 K EL (days)
(a) MAE (b) RMSE
K5 AFEH RIS KNG MAE, RMSE

5 B 2

BEHEOAE AR B B AN 1 1 S B I (1 S SR T vl R, AR ST T R T A A AR A 4 T R
I TL-STGCN. TL-STGCN WA K &40 5T S 1 VR A8 18 2% ) o 22 >0 nE R iR, DA BhBOR AR Bk ¥ H AR A8
T % Y 56 RS TR I TROIIAT 55, AR AL v, 25 I B3 R O ML R 25 P S R g T — AN B A 45, MURIAN
H ARk AR R B A I 8 (R S R 3R B 25 B AR IR N AR SR U, S ) ) 3 . IR E T A Rt
T I ST ST IR P 7 9 2 ) AN AT B S R 25 5 I (R AR SR s RSN R R RRAE 7, 56 AR E sk i) AT
4. A #F PEMS04. PEMS08. PEMS- BAY. METR-LA iX 4 /N ECSZ ({530 45 E3EAT 7 5086, szie st R, it
T B0 5T 14 58 3 % PR 11 S S O T 19 8, TL-STGCN AR FHABE AL M R B AT BOR e T, 8 Rk 1 TAE
ZRAMIR R (KA IR H ) W2 R0, K5 5] N 285K R VR NRAE; B2 58 AN R 2838 3% 9 ) 45
P8 P REAN T IE I (] B, Je] 255 I 5 ST AT I Rt 5 SR M F 90 B A
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