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Abstract: Adaptive image steganography has been becoming a hot topic, as it conceals covert information within the texture region of an
image by employing a defined distortion function, which guarantees remarkable security. In spatial gray-scale image steganography, the
research on designing steganographic distortion functions using generative adversarial networks has achieved a significant breakthrough
recently. However, related studies of spatial color image steganography have not been reported yet so far. Compared with the gray-scale
image steganography, color image steganography should preserve the RGB channel correlation and reasonably assign the embedding

capacity among RGB channels simultaneously. This study first proposes a framework based on a generative adversarial network to
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automatically learn to generate the steganographic distortion function for spatial color images, which is termed CIS-GAN (color image
steganography based on generative adversarial network). The generator is composed of two U-Net subnetworks. One of them generates the
modification probability matrix, while the other adjusts the positive/negative modification probability to effectively weaken the damage to
the RGB channel correlation. The analyzer of gray-scale image steganography is modified as an adversarial part of the network for color
images. In addition, the generator can automatically learn to allocate the embedding capacity for the three channels via controlling the total
steganographic capacity in the generator’s loss function. The experimental results show that the proposed framework outperforms the
advanced steganographic schemes for spatial color images in resisting color image steganalysis.

Key words: image steganography; steganographic distortion function; generative adversarial network (GAN); RGB channel correlation
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Stride 2 Stride 2 Stride 2

1x1x512 FC e

B3 OGBS 7 W4 i 1 1]
P PSR T RO T RE S AT e A 88 A XA 55, Gt 3 — 5 1) EAGHs 1 73 2K e kAT AR

lo=15+ax (11

Horp, o B ZH, MR 2 AR B R &, o (KD TEABEERIA R, o HARANRIARLF X HUER S 73 Hr
i, FAR IR 5 EAE S h AT 22K
3.4 ZRRIREEHRA

AR RS B AR IR N 2 SR B, TR AE O, 2% Y11 2550 B S Al FH I R B R H 22 )28 STC M i IR B4 5 |
T VD A6 SO 0 2 0 R A B S (2) BT, B A= il I 4% Al 4 1 0 HBE 5 R I 7 [ 552 o ik 2 2
capacity 55 T HAr ik % 25, AR—Mek, £ 8a=1, @idin b2, s EsE A Q) HEFHRE KLY
X VA SORRE 2 2 T e Al 2 5K

Average Pool
5%5
Stride 1

512x(1x1%256)

16x16x256 Stridel

1 _ 1 1 -1
{PZj,k = _ln(p:j,k/(l _ij,k _pi,j,k)) (12)

pi_,},k == ln(P;},k/(l - P;},k - P,_,lk))
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Horb, 7RV BT B R SUHE S, USSR A MUE AT DU R = & R 7 A8 5550 (2) O diaT sk A%,

2B B AR Syndrome-Trellis Code!™ 45 ft/INMb 1 A G i S0 B 35 5 IR A B (a3 AR B . g T 3E—
SDARBEAE B 22 Ak, B BRI AR BAEAE Syndrome-Trellis Code Gt ik N 2 B SE BEAT N, AR5 SR H
Syndrome-Trellis Code #ifi%h, 45 & 3 AN 5 1 1E 5 2% BLAERR R RIIR 25 28 0, e s 5 (A 2% 45 R A B (0
BRI 3 A8 T8 AT BB B . ROE T R R B o ) % N A s B, s B B R JE 2
Syndrome-Trellis Code 75 21025 5 (AL (5 B, AR5 X 0% (5 BT A 2 dpe 24 5 j— UK
3.5 1REURT

AR TR T2 O B R 4% ()R L RS R S R L RR B v 3, 28 Py B A A ESOREE 6 56 o 5 R 36 1 £ 17
B R 2 o LU A 2. AR AR S B B A0 AT 2R AT RN R, 2 IR R 3 Nl s SO T
FF G HERPRE IR I R4, AT 982D 0 £ RGO TE TR AR DG PE I IR . SR A SR ARG RS R IT R H0E T 7 %
CMDCPHIE, CMDC P48 IE 61 R U 7 6 T AW AT VT, 75 B4 M (R 4Tk S 3, i 78 A7 52 o, TR 3 0E
12 ELAR AT 45 B WL U-Net A2 A R 28 th i) U2 7 P45 58 1%, T AW 5 B 5 0 AT s AT X il 25, B3
W T S B B AT . S A 4.3.2 1K A RCCI (relative channel correlation index) 35 hr CO33E47 10 18 46 5%
PEIIHT, LB A5 FAEM] T CIS-GAN M2 it B3 5 K EL R 07 52 5 HARR (4 R B8 'S R B vt J7 A EE, %
BB TE AH OGP R T e /).

FAEG 3 AN EE LA e F2 FEASAH R, G iR A E A, Rl R — SRR A s A,
3 AN IEE SR Xk 2 AR K, L SRR PR b 1 TR A R, U B AR R I8 S A T AR N B 22 AR A R, AR
T SCER AT 17 B 4 38 T N 45 B I o R e e B A 6, IR 2 B B 5 20 A s A I HH . 42 Hi ) CIS-GAN ™Y
LR TEAE AR A 2R SR B PR R 8 IS5 3 B AR 2 A e AT R, B OE i R 2% B B2 SRR ELER 3 ANl
EHAT AR, SR ARG 3 A MWE IS5/ 0C 7 20 L e b8 T8 I TR (L UG B S 4 A vE IR R .

T RS AR B R R B W — BRI RN A K, X Ky, BENFHAE B EECR Cin s KANA Hin X Wi
i HR AR AIE BT TN Coue s KANA Howe X Wy - BRUZ IV EL TR Coue X Ky X Ky X Cin X Hoye X Wou . RAGFUZ T B
M Coue X Ky X Ky X Cin X Hin X Wiy . i85 FIRTFE A, $2H BT B B Z R OB RUZ SN B Y 32.36 14

4 SIRERSIR

4.1 BWWEFWEE

AR S A F) BOSSBase™ R 12 1K) 10000 5K 4% 43 3 3 J5 by B (4 1€, &5 %K ] Photoshop CS6 34755
FETAE T, AR5 R R VAR SR80S B K /N 512512 [l %, BEHL LR 10000 5k B4 3% H 8000
FKEME, LR 224 xR BT 5 3 32000 5K KN 256x256 RIS AE R CIS-GAN YIZRE15 4, it b
B A TR 2000 TG BT ZiA7 0 815 21 8 000 5K K/ hy 256x256 IR G4y A G4,
0 A 54 B, MR ITAL SR SCRMUSHI CFA-aware-CRM! 2 A28 it (1) 7 (0 [ 45 B 5 40 BT S v 4R X B
ML, FE4E A SRSy s DT 0 25 HARMIE, R AE B rp e B — 2~ (1 BRI AG RIAH X I 1) 3 2 [l 4%
— AR B 'S A3 M SR BRI S I RS A3 IS8, T 1A — 1 B G 5 55 I 1) 8 3 MG CR T B 5 43 4 U
TEJG, A P VN ZR0T B4R B oM S8 AT 4325 B 'S R0l 1 R P 40 SRR Y 1 Bk i 1, AT 1 2R 2t A =R
R A 240 A, TR 1% 28 0y, BB SRR AP R S 2 BT (1 1k ek . $2 HH 1% )7 22383 TensorFlow HEZE SN, SE4
K NVIDIA RTX2080ti i .
4.2 NEREFSHORE

K 4 E7R T CIS-GAN HEARYIZRATE. A2 Bas AR S 70 B 25 (1 W 46 2 BUE D SRR B LA T W Un 4k, 7E ISR B
fE—HEIK (batch size) B4 24, FRER—IRAE HH— KBS WA E A 250 L0 KA Adam fiAb2% %
IR L%, A2 a R B S 0 M a2 ST R AU E N 0.000 1. IR IR 26 [ 58 A2 g 1 B8, il Adam f 46 234104k
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A (6) EHBEE LRSS L, FIEERS i 24, il Adam LS AKX (1) W4T S50
TEHT, 1EAC 120000 VIS5 SN2, I ZR5E i )a, (8 I ZRUT () CIS-GAN BRI 2L il G 45 B i b 3 U, 1R
Fa'5 W 2 B 4, T RS 2 A

UL s FEHLRAE— I [ 5 2 s 2 8
MBS a2 PACE AENETES I ZRRaS o3 HT 8

[ 5 B 3 W 4
BHOF NG

K4 CIS-GAN #4k IR FEHE K

N T Lk s SHE B 5 16 55 3 AT A U I R 3 A R AT 55, AE A3 (1) IS H o RV 22 PR
PR ARSI 0.5 bpe HE# FEAT o ZHOERCLE, K35 /3 HT R AR SCRM, B I 2Rt Ja ) il 4
B BEAT IR, S fik AN R PS4 (T 2 1 Tk 3 A I OR o (RN JE AT s il ik s 3, 2 WK A
107 FFUATEAT 5250, 58— N BURZURME R 107, LLILSHE, SR IN— DN AT 5580, 1 R T 7E o A
[AIELIN, CIS-GAN FEHRATEE S 70 Hr A0 I LA L2 28 1 i 2 75 5 P A 77 T PR 28R, e b il 8 2R s, BV VA AR
PUBSS J3 BRI 1) 1k BB A, P-4 1 % BB H AR{E 0.5 bpe, 21 1k 25 25t R AR B 3l 73 8 30, BEAT o
T ANITHE K, CIS-GAN HUHURLS 43 0T 45 (1 BRI WAL 22, R o BUER 107 I, AR Bk W14k, BRER T
107 HUE A T LA 18 102 o BUE R 107 F1 107 1, SRGTRAS A0 T 3R I ) R AT HL o BUME R 107 AR
TERK, HAREAR L s gk o 2t S B, 5 415050 o I S 107,

%1 CIS-GAN fEi#r%# % 0.5 bpe F o ANRIBUEXT

@ 107 107 107 107 107
TS 1% 0.1910 0.1893 0.1876 0.1763 0.0424
V-4 2 % (bpe) 0.4842 0.4933 0.498 1 0.4983 0.4991

4.3 LIGLER

AR SCx b SR FAL S8 I R 0 5 B 5 7 %€ CMIDCPOURT ACMPE!! 5 W il 9 14 7 B2 55 K J3F TR [ 5 vk
ARG A, St B EL T PRI R 0 K B B B 5 7 S-UNTWARD IR HILL', S-UNIWARD 5 CMDC 41 & 144
i CMDC-SUNIWARD, HILL 5 CMDC 4 & v 4 ) CMDC-HILL. [@#! S-UNIWARD #1 HILL 5 ACMP #4144
3% ACMP-SUNTWARD M1 ACMP-HILL W2 5256 BT~ H A 51 R FH A ot H0 00 245 A= et R a5 2k
PR BT, DRI AR SR 26 i PR PR B 5 2R B R B 1 I 4% UT-6HPF-GAN 345 454 43 J7 AT XS FL S 6.
BR B RIREE A PRk 32000%3 5K K B B A /E  UT-6HPF-GAN W 25 Il ZR 5008 45, 1535 (10 0o I B 42
B PR I 3 AN 4 AT
43.1 CIS-GAN M40 12 > 47 %50k

5 7R T CIS-GAN M 44 7E 0.5 bpe ik % % (kAN 25524 98304 bit) T, £ %1 Bl S(a) AT ik % 1 45 4, H
B 5(b)—(d) 4 xR R B 1% RGB IX 3 ANEIE . K 5(e)—(g) R CIS-GAN A= B & s i Be e, e Ak 8
(1) KRN AL B AR BAT IR BB 2, O SR S AL B AT -1 188, B0 AR N A B AT+ 28 CIS-
GAN J5 ik AR EE 3 AN 1E A 34> FL () 2% 8.4 7 4 45066 bit. 25068 bit. 28 170 bit. & 5(h)—(j) b K H
CMDC-HILL 4 % i 18 B B 1, B 5(k)—(m) Rl ACMP-HILL A= i (948 S B 1, 1B S(n)—(p) SR A UT-
6HPF-GAN = % [0 16 o 2 B P . 3 W0 5% % BIL CIS-GAN J7 % RS 15 4% 45 J7 - CMDC-HILL F ACMP-
HILL — #4553 A5 B B EMG SO 2 X 3, F HLAE U5 AE 5 KRS o0 BT #8 6 BL 2 S i R e B 3 2% 5 e 3k
AT W IE 7] 25 5= 43 .
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Beds 5 AT A AT %69 2300 & BRI S R A R AR ik 3479
2
(a) BB ER
l l
(b) LI (c) SR tIEIE (d) 1% A i
. .
() AL JHIE 1% (CIS-GAN) (f) LR EEIE HL B (CIS-GAN) (g) ¥ EHIE % (CIS-GAN)

(h) 4L (5 iMiE 1% (CMDC-HILL) (i) LR (0 JAIE R % (CMDC-HILL) (j) ¥ (5@ ik % (CMDC-HILL)
(k) £ (8l 1% (ACMP-HILL) (1) &3 il ik 2% (ACMP-HILL) (m) T 538 1% {7 %% (ACMP-HILL)

(n) ZLEJ@IE R % (UT-6HPF-GAN) (0) ZH{BIMIE X% (UT-6HPF-GAN)  (p) 15 taili it %% (UT-6HPF-GAN)

K5 7 0.5bpe Nk #E S FER

432 JHIEMRYES T
T BAIE CIS-GAN 4% e i 43 R4 A X R (0 TR AR S M Sk A BIEER, SR P AR 6T T 38 AF D 1 22 8 RCCIP M
et redE bR, RCCIAH /N3 I fi% 26 60 38 18 AH O T I AR RR B BN, S5 43 M s o 20 R e 215 2k = 1%, 1
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MR ZE B G SR IURSAE, ASCRAT KV A% PR 22 R, KV BB FO) 58 L
-1 2 -2 2 -1
L |2 -6 8 -6 2
FO =
=5x|2 8 -12.8 -2 (13)
2 -6 8 -6 2
-1 2 -2 2 -1

4 e R ARG C RO 0 RS, 80 KV R 315459 30 % 22 BG4y ilid ol €, RIS,

CCI(I)=CC([1,12)+CC(12,I3)+CC(11,I3) (14)
CCI(C,)-CCI(S,)
RCCl= ————— 1
cc CCI(C,) (15

W 1, L, LA WEREOEIE 3 AN, CCUy, L) T8 1 R I AN 2 0 B2 R bk 5% #4007,

S R IR 4R B K 8000 BRI, FE SN 0.5 bpe 44F T 34 RCCI K11l St gh Blnk 2
Ji7w. A0 I CIS-GAN 7EXT b J5 i RCCI B R /D, TEHR AR [ 25 B A 255 B AT 42, CIS-GAN J7 i fig
PP AR YR R R 3 AN 2 8] fAH DG,

£2 AT AR % 0.5 bpe N RCCI (x107%) 545

Ba5 57k RCCI
ACMP-SUNIWARD"! 13.77
ACMP-HILLP" 12.99
CMDC-SUNIWARD""! 8.00
CMDC-HILLE” 7.7
UT-6HPF-GAN"" 12.21
CIS-GAN 4.88

433 MW EEAEIGRE S

TSR A AR, SERCR TR S 051, 15814k 0.5 bpe 13 5T AL, SR 4 I 2R 1)
0.5 bpe Hk# 2 T BB E Y LR1L 0.4 bpe HLA 2T IURIEY, DU SSHERI N ZRLF 0.2 bpe #k% 28 T B E
WILHE 0.1 bpe HR25T FIA L. TEAMUT RS 2% I, D4 T k92 3 280 KM 2R AT 28 F 22 ) RIS R, BrF
SIERWEE N 0.000 01, 24 T {RIE APt b, UT-6HPF-GAN R AH A (13T 8 2% > )7 304321 0.4 bpe. 0.3 bpe. 0.2
bpe F1 0.1 bpe k3 % R AT,

% 3 /R T R SCRM Ba5 A g AT i, A B 5 5875 ACMP-SUNIWARD, ACMP-HILL. CMDC-
SUNIWARD. CMDC-HILL. UT-6HPF-GAN, L\ K& ASCHE H 1) CIS-GAN 7E 0.5 bpes 0.4 bpe 0.3 bpes 0.2 bpe
0.1 bpe IX 5 Bl 25 % MR IRE. K 4 B8 TLE S FHik %% T, CFA-aware-CRM [ 5 43 M7 2% 7 415 A R
FAOEVGBES ik R ISR B 6 & LR R R 3 FI3R 4 2l 9T .

*3 AFEEJEHKHT SCRM K5 7 Hrilllik f iR %

K5y ik 0.5 bpe 0.4 bpe 0.3 bpe 0.2 bpe 0.1 bpc
ACMP-SUNIWARD"" 0.0754 0.1145 0.1588 0.2164 0.3289
ACMP-HILLP" 0.0807 0.1179 0.1677 0.2371 0.3545
CMDC-SUNTWARD"” 0.1227 0.158 1 0.2008 0.260 1 0.3555
CMDC-HILL™ 0.1421 0.1805 0.2266 0.3003 0.3812
UT-6HPF-GAN!"" 0.0880 0.1205 0.1672 0.2360 0.3346
CIS-GAN 0.1876 0.2460 0.2943 0.3258 0.3972

MR 3. K4 FE 6 v LI A SCEE K CIS-GAN ZEHkPr st ML (8 5 B35 43 B /7 ¥2: SCRM Al CFA-aware-
CRM LPERE LA (R B (% s 5 L 4. 5 CMDC-HILL ik, CIS-GAN fEik % R 4 0.5 bpe &
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0.1 bpe I}, #LHL SCRM K5 23 7 Sy2AG I 1 4 B4 51 T 0.016 22 0.067, #KHTL CFA-aware-CRM & 55 43 #1 S A IU
P RESE 1 T 0.006 & 0.049. XL U-Net A= Jli 35 P4 1 U2 TP 4% 2% 2] TR 1E £ 2 BLME, i 1 AN 5 Fa 5 o0 AT 3
BT PO, H 2 A 2 ) B 4P & i, 5 CMDC 5 £ F T2 1 fURITH LS LR #. 5 UT-
6HPF-GAN J7 VA B, CIS-GAN 7EHL % 2 24 0.5 bpe % 0.1 bpe I, 3T SCRM B 5 4 #7 B30 Ml i P R4 7
0.062 & 0.125, kPt CFA-aware-CRM R 5 43 BT SE KM A M BE PR T 0.051 22 0.1, 5 HEN K BB 5 5
M1 7772 UT-6HPF-GAN A Lt, CIS-GAN 7EM 4% HRO A T 3 E AR G F T, RIS A s B % B 3% 31 I 3 ANid
i, Wik atRes TR

X4 NS ITEHDL CFA-aware-CRM [4'5 20t Al 15 2

Ka's Jjik 0.5 bpc 0.4 bpc 0.3 bpc 0.2 bpc 0.1 bpc
ACMP-SUNIWARD®" 0.0845 0.1263 0.1736 0.2426 0.3567
ACMP-HILL?" 0.0890 0.1250 0.1810 0.2596 0.3685
CMDC-SUNIWARD" 0.1320 0.1671 0.2213 0.2897 0.3871
CMDC-HILL™ 0.1424 0.1856 0.2345 0.3008 0.3959
UT-6HPF-GAN!"" 0.0987 0.1302 0.1831 0.2459 0.3508
CIS-GAN 0.1896 0.2292 0.2840 0.3318 0.4024
—o— ACMP-SUNIWARDP! —o— ACMP-SUNIWARDE!

0.5 ACMP-HILLBEY 0.5 ACMP-HILLPY

—a— CMDC-SUNIWARDE?! —a— CMDC-SUNIWARDE
04 —— CMDC-HILLE" 0.4 —— CMDC-HILLE"
4 —— UT-6HPF-GAN!'7) : —— UT-6HPF-GAN!'7!

—o— CIS-GAN —o— CIS-GAN

4

3 03T B
%o3 ;i 03
i i
e 0.2 % 0.2
o ; T

O 1 1 1 ) 0

0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5

% (bpo) W84 (bpo)
(a) SCRM F&'5 43 Hr i i (b) CFA-aware-CRM [ 5 434t

Bl 6 ARIBES IR S 2 Hr il A e %
434 RIS b
T BRI U-Net A2 s R 26 15 327 5 25 573 TE SR W PR A e, 19 0w ZE0) L sizis.
1) ¥ CIS-GAN ¥ AR 5 50 73 8USc A U-Net P48, Az il oM 250 B, 1 )46 CAONE 2 B RO R 47 ) 46 LA 28
FEVE B A 172, %5 04 Variant 1.
2) ¥4 CIS-GAN Jj ZErh Zx B ¥ il or K H 35 o g, Bl 3 ANE T ik AAH TR R 25, 1% 58980 Variant 2. A2
P PR HR A S A SO R A

3 H W
l’Gz = Z ({Z Z (‘PZ},/{IngP:},/{ - pijj!,klog2pij},k - Pg.f,kl(’gzl’?,j,k)

2
—H><W><q] (16)
k=1 i=1 j=1

K5 ERTIEME 20 0.5 bpe T, CIS-GAN 5PN L7 %3 i 3k$T SCRM Fl CFA-aware-CRM [ 5 43 41
T VERTIN 1 S 56 5 L.

5 AT RIS M 7 A DA R

B 5 43 M 7 ik CIS-GAN Variant 1 Variant 2
SCRM 0.1876 0.0876 0.1568
CFA-aware-CRM 0.1896 0.0945 0.1570
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M 5 S8 45 R E, CIS-GAN ALk Variant 1 5 & 7EHEHT SCRM Fl CFA-aware-CRM 3l I 1 g 73 5l $& &
0.1 F10.0951. Variant 1 J5 A2 S8 SOME B8 E B Ji5 10 A3 A7 2 I 1) 8 cSOME 26 0 610 [ {8 SOME 3R AT 55, [R]— 1R 7E 3
AV E ST e AR, 25 50 IR R (0BG mIE ] (A DG, R U-Net ZE s n 17— A7 W 4k 2%
S IE A G OME S 1) 23 T, 236 3 SRR 52 T 1K R 5 2 Re 8 T I KU R (A B B 0 A 38 B AL I, CIS-GAN AH
Variant 2 77 Z#EH#HT SCRM Fl CFA-aware-CRM 5l _I- 9 543 2 =1 0.0308 1 0.0326. (T (0 E1E 3 AMiliE
SUHELA A A, 38 AR 3 I A A AN — K, CIS-GAN 76 2L s I 2k s B0 P o R B MR 3 AN B T R I B s 25
TR, BT M2 3% R AR 3 MBEIAT ARSI, SR ARG 3 ARG ST FAH L RES S i
PR (0 GRS 4 b 5 i R AR .
435 BITHCE

CMDC 5 ACMP 2 AL 4011 B iR v 507k, 1847 7E CPU L, 1 CIS-GAN 174 GPU L, Wi IREEA—
B, LT AT LG, BRIk, 3R 6 AR IR T ARSCHE 1) CIS-GAN 5 UT-6HPF-GAN TEIZRBT BrikfX 12 J7kFE
ik DA SRR B B T340 A il i R £ R B B 5 2R TC R BTV FE T ). E T CIS-GAN 2B iR FH X U-Net P45, A
Lt UT-6HPF-GAN 944 52 % 55 5 1, 6 1 25 1D R £ 55 68 0 bl 1) S . ) 45 )1 2 RV FOUAR B )t e, A B, 1A
AP TP 48 T 0 DG i ] Y . RSN R J, 2 A S R v AR B Ak R € BT R RE IS AH 22 8 K, R CTS-
GAN ALt UT-6HPF-GAN PR 4 UG B 5 A 28 A0 T 1) 22 A A T 8RR T, DRI S Ak R B L.

®6  YNZSHRH R

Iy Wk (AR 127 %) (h) AR (—IRRAE 15)(s)
CIS-GAN 163 0.022
UT-6HPF-GAN!'7 5.3 0.019

5 45RiE

AR SO R 2 O 6 B OX - SR R IR L, S T AN IR T AR R T M 48 e T e R B e A HE SR CIS-
GAN. s R HIXN U-Net 1946, A 1 % 2R B0 pR B0 RE 6 7 200 3 Ionh 2 € B 4% 3 /S [ AR PR IR AR
A R R4 R BB R R L IR 3 AN IE R 1 B S A AT A, 2 R RS 1 3 ST 2 C 3 N E T AR ik A
SIS I, 1% 9 45 5K {EHT SCRM Hl CFA-aware-CRM Wit 28 S 2 Sl R (0BG B 5 4 T IR, e AP A
FLELA IR (R B S R R BB 5B T ORI . ARSI N T 5 7h, i 1 JPEG M s B Lo 2 s
5T SE AN AR A TR, DS T SE )2, R D AT TR T2 o T 4, IRABIE ST JPEG A% 2 IR R (5 [T 452114
(SXEWIRFS
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