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Association Analysis and N-Gram Based Detection of Incorrect Arguments

Ll Chao, LIU Hui

(School of Computer Science and Technology, Beijing Institute of Technolog, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: To detect the method calls with incorrect arguments in software systems, an association analysis and N-Gram based static
anomaly detection approach (ANiaD) is proposed. Based on the massive open source code, an association analysis model is constructed to
mine the strong association rules between arguments. An N-Gram model is constructed for method calls with strong association rules
between arguments. Using the trained N-Gram model, the probability of a given method call statement is calculated. Low probability
method calls are reported as potential bugs. The proposed approach is evaluated based on 10 open-source Java projects. The results show
that the accuracy of the proposed approach is about 43.40%, significantly greater than that of similarity-based approach (25% accuracy).
Key words: argument; anomaly detection; bug; language model; association analysis
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Fig.2 Flowchart of the approach
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RQ1 figf8 4y N-Gram 5% 288 % F X/ 1 L B4R AR IR AH SCHF ST B, B 0 B /N BS 0 N-Gram 1 5 B4
(K VF A % 18 2 4 MO KL AR 17 T e N-Gran 5700 81 2 B S0 D o A6 WA 1 90 AR A T 35 e i i
B R A TE MM B B N B E R . RQ3 3 B4 AT b R 7 2 xR /N TR A 4 Rk
43 AT A% 7 V5 A0 e — 2R (I H A S AP A 45 R RQ4A 1By 1 J7 VAR i I I 1), gt SR e 7 0L I ) Py Si2 30
SEHARIN, 5 2y BAT S I N AN E, R ATTHT S LA Eclipse #44E R HIVERE T ANiaD 5 ik (IR 4 Bh T R %
o R DN Sk R R 2 b V) S T RN R TAE SR

RQ2 FZ KT ANiaD 75 vk )14 G R BIL(H1 a0 A fE #2). ANiaD 77 i 55 d5c 3 A A1 1) 75 VEVE T B, BB 62 ) 1T
ANiaD J& S T A IACE 8 B ATTHT S, Liu 25 ATV H (056 1 ARADUE F0 S5 3 A0 7 92 A2 A0 0 35 2 A o
SN P B 32, T LR TR AL 1) S R 7 32 5 ANiaD B R 1 H A -5 4 P e B R ok, TR T 6L T A
ABLESE (18 S 8 A g v AT ) L 5 56
32 RWHEE

LE S I UE B BE AT A GitHub(http://github.com) b % BUFR AT BE 8 i 1) 10 A Java JTE I H 4 2 S2 06 %4 4,
WK 1 PR IZEe N KA LS 1 317 480 AT WEARAD, A i a5 /N AL, AR RN R AL Y A i H AR AT SR
31 007 47~565 166 17 Ia), 70 F MR RS 5 550 K5k F3X S 357 [, B % 4 T 2% SEAS SC 05 iR AE A [ BRI v (1 1 i
T

Table 1  Open-Source applications in empirical studies
&1 SLUEMT IR T TR IR H

E2S BT ARISAT AT PATARSAT
Mondrian 283 834 196 750
itext7 83420 56 063
UniversalMediaServer 69 728 47 942
Vuze 895 668 565 166
Hibernate 144 013 82 364
Plantuml 155 755 88 287
Purdue-fastr 60 796 48 883
Freemarker 57 202 31007
Hsqldb 274 302 148 055
Omegat 100 410 52 963

it 2125128 1317 480

S0 TR H g B A P T S FE ] DL LA 5 TR W T I AR TR I E L BE ARE T IR BT
SAE T4 FEE TN DA IS 00 R B A T H A 2 AN RCAS L TH RS AR I S S R 1 B RS 49 1%
S I IO T A T AR AAT B B I I GRAIE T8 AR D

BE TR R I T YR 0 H 42 6 DL A0 BREEAT S0

o JFURTRH AAE AT, AT B A7 i B BE

o FEICIR AT AL AL RN N-Gram A7) V15 b 2008 FH = 75 1B A I AR

o PR 43 28 ARG R 26 R B0UR T R v TE S

o N TAZSEHELE S AR RIS AR A B o AT AN, G SR S BT R A B B AR T BT AR A P G 2 A% SR

Wi
3.3 IFEMIERR

B Xt ANiaD ALl R e S 45 B N TR SRR AE S Ry oh 3 R AL S 8. BN FIR
TR 22 IF ARG Hh o A 22 K SR, nT DA Sok 544 I AR A B AT AT ARG S I BV AL AN I T R S R
FAIML 25 (98 78 S 6 10 D 3 ), R SORE AR R S O R L 23 10 = id h IEREAR
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34 XWHERED
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(1) RQ1L:# & N-Gram F1(IZ % N

IEQEE 2.4 35 A 44 N-Gram 55 5 B2 1) 38 R 28 E0 T AR RT3 21 AR Java T I H Hh R £
FH P mEFEA IE I B 6 1K/ B R AE Java JTIRIH R BOR s 28 2 /A0 T R A
)R gE vt T 10 AN IFUR I E v B ST BR RO F 8 SE SN B (HERR T 2 0 B0 IS D), e R A 6
M 2 i,

HH T 7EA g SC TR AT AR B 2 i 2 IR B S N E0h 1 IR0 A 70 B A7 7 BEEAT 2 5ok 0 7 s
T1A6%MEHE LA HE T 2,28 54% MBI NS HA KR T 5T 3,11.68% M E WS BN K TE T 4.
BRI R AR 3 514 9 N-Gram 1 5 85884 (1 78 R ik 70.00% R A ic 4 J3 /-2 2,0 S 804 % 1 K
KT 2 I B T 1K L R 8 I, AN 23068 N-Gram A58 28 1R D7 A 28 R 36 A Wt 35 56 0. 255 7% 18 N-Gram i 5 884 (1 1
ST TR AE I FE N-Gram 8 5 BRI 3% T 2-Gram,
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Fig.6  Probability distribution of the number of arguments
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Table 2  Statistical results of the number of arguments

x2 REOH RS G ER
ZHA K RS G BT i 43 H (%)
1 160 275 67.73
2 54 580 23.06
3 12875 5.44
4 4638 1.96
5 2166 0.92
6 1325 0.56
7 458 0.19
8 203 0.09
9 91 0.04
10 29 0.01

(2) RQ2:ANiaD 5 55 T AHA B () S i Ar i 5 v X H
FE SCEFFTMY B B RS TR0 H 556 230 59048 FH ANaD 75 32 M 6L T FEABLIRE 169 7 3k 306 AT S A 0 G ot

X PRI 7 VAR R A SR AT N AL S e R S i AR R S
A 2 B~ 4 HI4HAE T ANiaD 7 v R I S R 9 A S

BU~5 T B 5 ALK T 3T ARAURE T vA At O /e S W AR, R SRR R A L H .

B B R HL S R Ik 3 PR, R
D S AR A LS O R A 5

Table 3 Comparison of the experimental results of bug detection guided by ANiaD and similarity-based approach
F< 3 ANiaD 53T AHALLRE (¥ il B AS 0 g 25 11 S50 25 SRR LG

i ANiaD J5 5 TARABLEE iR Dy vk
) Reported 1sBugs IsRefs Reported I1sBugs IsRefs

Mondrian 25 3 4 7 0 2
itext7 10 3 1 2 0 0
UniversalMediaServer 4 1 0 0 0 0
Vuze 9 1 3 11 0 3
Hibernate 10 1 8 0 0 0
Plantuml 9 1 2 2 1 0
Purdue-fastr 19 4 2 0 0 0
Freemarker 3 1 2 0 0 0
Hsqldb 16 2 6 4 1 0
Omegat 1 1 0 2 0 0
ait 106 18 28 28 2 5
Phug - 16.98% - - 7.14% -
Panomaly — 43.40% — — 25.00% —

i%éﬁ%zﬂéﬁﬂ,*HXHLT%?PFHM}ED‘J%ﬁciﬁiﬂﬁvﬂﬂﬁﬂ,j&){ﬁ@[1"3 Pbug %l] Panomaly ﬁBﬁwEﬁﬂgE&%Pbug lj]
7.14%42 T+ 5 T 16.98%,Panomary 111 25.00%4 7+ T 43.40%. 5 RN 43T AR KT T AHALLRE () 65 52 2 S50k il
i, ANiaD  J5 75 1) Pyyg $2 T+ T 137.82%=(16.98%—7.14%)/7.14%,Panomay & T+ T 73.60%=(43.40%—-25.00%)/

25.00%.

FH &N T B ZETE B0 T 1k — 20 RIS T 2 T ARRURE I B iR S BRI 5 vk RN B H - ANiaD g i
RS 2 2 M ATR S B S EMHLS AEW S 4.1 Wb i/ 90X S0 HiRas 7 /N, b BRI R B N 34,
AT 36 ANiaD 77 7 BE 9% 75 25 BB (1 B0 1 B b 43 SR LF IR0

FHEZRFIUEH] ANiaD #0145 1% 23000 R, W3R 4.5 omegat [ FH I H H, 6 %1 addTranslation() 43 54 7
A Java SCHEH I ZER 4 TR AT R O A DA ) ST, T IR A AT AR B AR AR AR A AR e 2445 3
s(c)=0.8571>threshodValue,c={getKey,getValue,tr,false,null,this}, HEE 4 ¢ * I AN B0 T 06 B0 H 52 2 AN 5L
O bt B 50 P S 2 ()7 A S OCIRE ) ; L 3 i Il 2k N-gram A58 21 e VF A iE 22 24 P(s)=0.1428<threshodValue,
s=(id,source,translation,fuzzy,null,this); fz i , 5 5 £ I [ B 4 AR 56 B8 25000 A0 0 8 70 e 5 45 A N TR SIE
SE MG RR EOR N R S L
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Table 4 Examples of Incorrect arguments detected by ANiaD
4 ANiaD il i 1) 55 1% 2 H0R 1)

SrtFilter.java PoFilter.java

if (!StringUtiI.isEmpty(tr)) { if (entryAIignCaIIback !:null) {
entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(en.getKey(), entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(id,
en.getValue(),tr,false,null this); source,translation,fuzzy,null this);
RcFilter.java MozillaDTDFilter.java

if (!StringUtil.isEmpty(tr)) { if (StringUtil.isEmpty(tr)){
entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(en.getKey(), | entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(en.getKey(),
en.getValue(),tr,false,null this); en.getValue(),tr,false,null,this);

} }

INIFilter.java ResourceBundleFilter.java

if (!StringUtil.isEmpty(tr)) { if (StringUtil.isEmpty(tr)) {
entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(en.getKey(), | entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(en.getKey(),
en.getValue(),tr,false,null this); en.getValue(),tr,false,null this);

MagentoFilter.java
if (!StringUtil.isEmpty(tr)) {
entryAlignCallback.addTranslation(en.getKey(),en.getValue(),tr,false,null this);}
RN HT, AR 4 FiR )2l ANiaD Rl (148532 2400, T 2 T ARURE 6 7 VE AN R A A I Hh b B iR 2 4
FEH P ANiaD 2 — P Ec i SCTHC IR IR 3)) 110 DR Hicds S 8 Al 777 vk 77 vk i 42 4 A 1ot H b bR 00 P TR 7 OC R
15 2 AR HI H v AR > ) ek 00 A X R T ik A S TR T RS B R G RN DR R g DA S O B
AR RS T AR L R I T R AR O R S S ST S ) SCAFBUE S BT U T AL R R s S
T 25 1) SCAS FRABLBE X T 77 920 FH PR A R AR 2 R HIO® 20 TR 44 0 S T 42 2 g R N 03 B AT R AT R TR AT
i 44 I B — o R R PR
AN T8 T 43 BT 35 AR 22 0, e B3 AR R T BR 50T D Ak T AR O AN L AR B 5 L I R 43 Dk R el
(1) ART5 7 B 5 I H A ARARRS KUk A —F(2) AR B Ak T8 4 e ok A 3 s (LA B 2 X 28 IE 2 M
RN DA% AR GV I AR B i DR I Lo AT B 1Y) LE Aff 1k, BE A R 1E 3R 8 1) LE A 2 5 2 s ek
E P G I BRESC A N R S B, W] R s 5 BORE PR A H I BB 1R Ak % BIGR A e AT B AR AR S R T
SRR P B IE A 50 2, 78 Hsqldb 25 B A H 30 2R 5 ) updateColmnWhere(“c_binary™,“id”) e 5t il A< /R 4k 14
M4 updateColmnWhere(“c_binary”,“id”), 3L /1, “c_varbinary” & 15 5 5 10 % 42, “id” 235 E 51 & LG XA S
HOET VAN 23 18 PG B BE AT IR R (R B R T R 1) B 2 ST JER JE R B R ot I 3 B e
Wi . 7E itext I H T Assert.assertEquals(new PdfName(“name”),a.getPdfObject(3)) 7 i M 4< th #k % #: K
Assert.assertEquals(new PdfName(“name”),a.get(3)),Assert 23 118 22 76 4 5 3l FH sk FH 1 e 5 7 v 1
T3 Tl s 2 T 1) W 0k D 2 P R A AN AR i B PN A R TR S B O FH AR N R R, 200
B 0P ) T3 32 5 T, o A I R D T o
(3) RQ3:ANiaD J7 12} 2K /N B L5 (s Il 25 2R 22 e
IEUNER 3.2 5 IR, AR S 56 3 IR AT B AR 19 10 AN Java JFRI E AE g S8 6 G X 2e i H whas /b L, R
R TSR H A% 43 1 ANiaD Jy VETEAS R RS A 350 H b 1R B, 75 20 28 G vk R by /N BT H (14
R
o EE ARHEIH AR 10 AN FFEIH AT 40 28 U AT HAT AR AT ECN T 5 AT I E 1R N B E A0
AT PATAUEATHOR T 5 54T /DT 10 J3AT B30 5 AE A B0 3 40 T HAT A AT HOR T 10 J5 A7 H I

HAE N KILIE .
o LUK A FH 5 B 2 55 28 (Canomaly) RAET T AN (BRI H PG 00 260 S e P 7 5 2 1 52 S8 xR (1) .
Canomaty = B“giimefsxloooo (11)

JErh,Bugs AR 4 1, Refs AR F AP, LOC ARIAT 1T PAT A AT EL. Canomay TR RFITAT AU A
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T (1 AR e B &

Grik g Rk 5 iR, NI H (K1 8B A 55 % b 0.801 2, AL H (11 B ke B B 75 %k 0.583 7, K AL I3
P By s B A 5 %2 0 0.322 3.1t vl &1, ANiaD £t /N4 I A G 0 20 R g o, o R4 H k2 S8 3L T PR, /N B 0
& 3N B BT, S0 o R UE R A AR RS 55 A QRS 1) — B0ME ANiaD 77 3k R A% L 2 25408 [R]) — R B 22 1
PR H5C A P P F S RN SR AR 1) — BUVE R D L1 (3t R i, 32F T R A S8 2 f G I AR

Table 5 Detection results by ANiaD in applications of different sizes
F 5  ANiaD 7EA [l HUBLI H A i 45 2R

%W Iﬂi ﬁ jéﬁl—] Canomaly qu/}j

Freemarker AN 0.967 5

UniversalMediaServer N 0.208 6 0.801 2
Purdue-fastr /N 1.227 4
Omegat h 0.188 8
itext7 i 0.7135

Hibernate r 1.0927 0.5837
Plantuml e8! 0.3398
Hsgldb N 0.540 3

Mondrian PN 0.355 8 0.3223
Vuze N 0.070 8

(4) RQ4:ANiaD S 6 I 77 72 ) Wiy 1 I [

IR 3.1 71 JIT, e ARG 00 e 87 B [V 2 552 e S5 RS N g ¥k ) N AL AF ANTaD S 6 R 5 vk o B ) 2
VY REAE A B AR AT BT TR RS DU VAT IR 0D G o AR AT B T R K S 6 A B IR A7 i 3
B e T EERE S 2 I [

1EFR 6 s AT A T R SRR ZT A IR I E A S R B AT SR G S R AR 7 R R
SE B4 S I TR) A 12,1758, 5 5 R0l o 5 I 8] 7 4.1355~41.386s 22 [, T4 551 H 1) 55 A6 I B 48 ) LAAE 458 Y
52 B A AT AR IS 1E) S 240k 9.258s, 6 I 45 vk h 4T N ] S 340 24 2,917,

Table 6 Runtime environment
R6 BITHE

kLS ik
oS MacBookPro
b T g 2.2GHzIntelCorei7
2 16GB1600MHzDDR3
KB+~ IntellrisPro1536MB
BAERG MacOSSierra

Table 7 Response time of bug detection
F T SRR S I [R]

. T FE
) MDA R PUBAT SR
Mondrian 14.959 4.369 19.328
itext7 3.526 2.049 5.575
UniversalMediaServer 5.010 2.165 7.175
Vuze 32.918 8.468 41.386
Hibernate 9.222 1911 11.133
Plantuml 6.899 1.496 8.395
Purdue-fastr 3.481 2.158 5.639
Freemarker 2.553 1.582 4.135
Hsqldb 8.106 3.390 11.496
Omegat 5.905 1.578 7.483
- 14 9.258 2.917 12.175

47 R3], ANiaD S 5 RGN 75 3% PRSI0 W) 2 I R R R F 53T 5 32 (R B, AN 2 PR B 1R 2 R B R
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(2) e T 5 R 04 4
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UL WS AE J7 AN R (K2 42 9 ANiaD 57035 3354 o S0 F Hh s S B a8 A2 U, B i
KA G SRR T 00 508 rh SR 2 500 I W 5T AR BT 1 R S R I AR Liu 8 AR T
AN AR I 530 7 VR A% O JEARURE A S 2 R T 1) (1 SCARARABLRE, T L 5 2 00k 3 4 v S At (1 328 100 5 7
5 [ SCARHAL JEE I 8 46 g, U ROR Ay — A 98 A e B 3k P 7 V2 AR FH A AR A 4 Bk A B, B — R S 1 SR B
Gao 25 NP 17—l IS 52 4034 v 74 7 Open AP A% P I (1 75 325 B B 7 12 AT 7 3 /2 Open AP A 5 3
R AT RN AR R IR 0 4 1R A B8 A 15 2 B DG (1 AP )

5 RE5RE

ARSCHEH T —FPEE T ORI AT R N-Gram 5 5 BE8Y 1) B 2 A6 5 48 7 S 800 77 72: (ANiaD), & RE 542 4
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1147 B 50 P B R A5 DA 9 7 S R SRR B FRATTRI A 20 A Java JFYR TR H X ANiaD 5 i FEE T AHALEE 1)
J5 L REAT ] L S 06 45 T2 0, ANiaD 1 7 HE 2R Ry 43.40%, SLA I H 18 M4 R 2 BRI 28 i B S A AR H B
T 2 FEABLE 1) 7 A I A S S5 ) B VR R O 259, SR H 2 AN R B 50 5 AN B A A S A B
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