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Abstract: This paper is primarily to improve the efficiency of real-time dynamic programming (RTDP) algorithm
for solving Markov decision problems. Several typical convergence criteria are compared and analyzed. A criterion
called optimal action criterion and a corresponding branch strategy are proposed on the basis of the upper and lower
bound theory. This criterion guarantees that the agent can act earlier in a real-time decision process while an
optimal policy with sufficient precision still remains. It can be proved that under certain conditions one can obtain
an optimal policy with arbitrary precision by using such an incremental method. With these new techniques, a
bounded incremental real-time dynamic programming (BI-RTDP) algorithm is designed. In the experiments of two
typical real-time simulation systems, BI-RTDP outperforms the other state-of-the-art RTDP algorithms tested.

Key words: MDP (Markov decision process); RTDP (real-time dynamic programming); convergence criterion;

incremental solving; heuristic search
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SRS SRR S AO* SEAH L LAO Be i Ab FIIR A e B A2 AE IR 1K R 4. I RE R APIRAS PlIA M T 45 5 3l
H R ¥ 42354 Heuristic Search/DP(HDP)!,Envelope Propagation(EP)I LI J2 Focused Dynamic Programming
(FP)PL.

NG A PSR A R S35 0 T D P e s okl 4 xR 22 I St 50 R T v ) RS i) R, TG 18
FE TR FE IR A T I e AR S T LA 2 1 g xR SR T G 100 T A P o e R AR Ok S B
SIS S I PR ST B AT AR R AT, ELAR 10 R 0 4 5 I TR £ B i A T R R T S A R
S A3 /2 RTDPYL RTDP Sk AN W 46 BF Trail Sk ok e, 5 1 Trail 5 — A I BEIRZS 31 H ARARZS (1 542,
SR REAT I 1) B AR, 8K 1T RTDP AN b #2145 11 1] 8 (stopping problem) ) {5 11 [ 51 & 6t e 4] 17 214 iy i F) )55
FR AT L AL SR B A 1k T S 4R A8 S A BT A AR R AR S S op 45 1k i) U S S5 4 . Labeled
RTDP(LRTDP)E i bR e 2 4 PR A 2 75 ELB R AR, 40 T — P b B 1= ) J g1 7 2K, ) I 3 s 2 28 SR AR I 1)
RS A 1) T S5 3 i n B S T 1) 512 1 3 25 B K (real-time dynamic programming, i #&  RTDP) 5%, 4l
BRTDP J¢ FRTDP!Mi T 93 4h— e R SR it e s A I SR ISR A W B A s e i B 5. B Saxas
o B AR T SOk $, B b i T SAPERE. D) — 7 il by R SRR T B R R U — AN X T, M 4
PIHEARA A R B . R AR IRIBE AL 08 /N I AT DA 2R 3R A AR S 1 e D SR s

F L S RGN 2L SR T AR IR, SRS AT A AT AN LT AR B S P AT 2
[, 24 T2 1 AP AT 202 B b AT 10, ELARAT 5 AT A7 I 1] o 55 i 48 SR S I R e A £ 1T A3 by S I b5
52 9 21 M A S B R 0 AR e S BEAT R 1 ) BRESR, T DA AT A Bk 2003 458 e 586 AT, B R LY
KA IR T7) ST 5 L 1T A 52 IR 2R 90 8 28 e SREAT T 0 I T B 1 388 S SRAE R A 4 5 I () A 6 A3 A8 — AN T
NPEIAT ASCEE A B R T AN IR AT B A A SN FA S R A DG SE M % ) 4 T LB R R AT
AT B BEPAT | T O UE 96 AL A S 5K (1) d 0 SRS AT R A7 6. R B, AT TR BT, 224 36 S AU A R JL A3 24 1) 2% AR I, 7T LA
FE SRR T2 0 ) B AT 2l 040 K s RS A2 75 DR AR XA A T LRTDP bR J 3, J 1 ) %708 P 40 i
LADC I 55— 5 i, 92 3 A BURIA BT _E g — A e D AR AU R AR AR U e T S0 K S i . RTDP 2%
SEEA T R ABATI 1] 458 R 1K) 70 STk PRl o (3 AR A SC &t — Tl R0 Y e AL AT 30 a0 40 o 23 s 8 Jn LA ek
HE R T v NS A 3 AR BB A8 ) 4 v v SR A 2 18 (R B AT 30 A b L R Sk, AT et T
508 SN B A LRI 07 BI-RTDP(bounded incremental RTDP). 71 RaceTrack A i 1] - 45540) i ot 52 I 22 ¢
PITHEAT PRSI 560 40 Ak o Y L 2 B A SR 505, BI-RTDP H A B AT A SE I L.

B 1AL MDP A OCHEARE & e RTDP S B AKESL 58 2 15 8 S 0 M BT JL S AL B A% 11 v (1

22 18] 53 SR 7 TR AR T 48— A SE A RO IC & SR UAT B FIE 1 23 SO SRS 5 4 104 BI-RTDP 9%
B SN SR AR Y SE I3 5 79O S S i

1 B=RMBEXRIE

11 B/RATKEER

T JR W] v s ik B (Markov decision process, i #k MDP)M A 4 — AN DU SC2H(SA TR Hth S Ak 4R
A HATHIEES T SXAXS — [01] MR s 5 T BEAIRES SO PR AT S, i TX(sS) ¥R T BRI T —1
RSP P(S]s,a) ; R: Sx A— R BN & (19 [F1 4 b5 $5 (reward function), & $i8 & T 7RIS Z LR
AN AT Bl 52 S B 3 (value function) V, : S — R AR SR G At 7E4R 7 s A 2R 13

V,(s)= E[iy‘R(s,ﬂ(s))} (1)
t=0
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SR [P e PR SR A0 Ay 7 X I R A VB A ST (R B

HH 2 — S il 2 APRE sV (9) -V, (9) S € I RMFR R IRES s Ak 11 el 0 M, 244 7ohd i) 78037 54k
A L IR I PRI 1) ) edie I S
12 REEERSEIER

SR IRAC (RIEARIE KA MDP [ 385 1 PR Aol i HE A ) 75 925 A SRS I AR SRS St 37 1T AUE A5 3 0)
IOV R JE AT LA 1) 28 3OR it S s

Q(s:a)=R(s.a)+7) T (s,5)V,(s) @)
7'(s) =argmax Q, (s,a) 3

Horf, A3 $0 R 1 (discount factor), y <1 .54 IX N B, B 21 Sk [3 52 by 1k
TEAIEACTE AR S e B aUaR R AN L F2 3% 1R Bellman 2 2SI ol B0 AT AR T 5
V(s) = max{R(s, a)+ 7ZTa(s,s’)V(s’)} 4

seS

BEUCGEAR FTAT IR A (E 8 B B AT ) e K 22K ) Bellman X2 r,r = max V(s)-V'(3).

& X80 4 A (monotonic condition) 4 : % s, V(s) < m?X{R(s, a)+ Y T(s, s’)V(s’)} G

seS

SR R LA d R B B0V A5 51,58 SO 28 T (9 AR SR 7, D AT s AT

75(s) =arg max{R(s, a)+y> T(s, s’)V(s’)} (5)

acA seS
TR S Bk W g SR8 2 A oA 06k I () B Sy () 0 ATV, 2V, L BIXT VS, 2V (s) -
V(s) <& I, g IR el {IE s
13 HFERBEAXHEMRTDP
XF TAT Bl A5 R AT AN E L ) R e SR R AR — A O (181) b 1EAT B0 s n) IR A e Ak
ATAT B 6 55 5 795 fON BEAT 3,47 3 10 45 R AT R JF AN ME — %5 2 BT 4 SO R 4RR &S .RTDP & — 4
Trials-based 75 %, 5 O SE 5t T LLFR W AE 1 8RB AU R, 20 SCIE$R 5 AT Bk 4% 5 5 4R IR A 5 AT shik %
A {87 bR 250 b SR A 1) R AR JER T — 20 WIS 1) B A8 SR J KPR A e B RLAUIAT Bl 45 SR ANl s M B ML %6
I Trial IWAIHRIRAS 5, B2 RS SR 98 5 HEAT e 1n) {1 R B0 S8 0o A AN BT A1 20 A L B0 1.
®i% 1. RTDP
Function trial Recurse(s):
if isTerminal(s) then return end if
a«—chooseGreedyAction(s)
s'«—chooseSuccessor Sochastically(s,a)
trial Recurse(s)
update(s)
Function RTDP(sy):
loop trial Recurse(sy)
—UBECHN RTDP ZREVE RN B 5% R S5 B 4 & b A n] DR et 0 ok B0 — AN X TR e X
Vu(S)FI V()73 70 A IR 2 s Ak e AR ok 250 b SR 1 J, 1 54 e DG SRE WAL B B8 F) £ s 6 o, 53 O SR LA o )
T Vse S, A1V () SV () SV, (s) LM IEARE FE oy, b FURT R FE 1) 5857 #5 4% 6 Bellman 24 207 HEAT
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seS
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seS
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b e
EE L MV (9) -V, () <e i, B2 Im, Hili & 7(s)=a, (), [V (9)-V, () <e.
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Fig.2 An example of multi-steps decision problem
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MK 2 551,V(S)=-4, V(S)=-3. 2e=1, IWIHL LR FARWTF:
VU (%) = OVVL(S)) = _4rVu (%) = _3vV|_(§) =-100.
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WA T FEAE 2 — S0k, sl SRR BB 3R 1T N F 3 2B BRI JE Al A J5 ST I B T R BE R AT
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BATAIE AT L G708 2 MBI AT 3 FIH 6 AL Z0IR A Ab A7 3l [ 58 3% AR I B 2005 18 Fe A AT 3)
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FRTDP X P47 5l 35 S M #102 — Fh i 2 AR 3o 1 5 ARoIR 28 1R 38 98 4 FH X TR 1 SR0vk i) SE A ST G 1 2 L &
B PR R BOAN 0 52 1 B ORI i IR 25 A SO AN I 2 3508 N T BA AT shik B 45— A FEE A AR (1)
1) 73 32 SR W
3.2 SRR RAIIT IR SRR

FEO TV, 0308 (L) 57 5k 10 1T LR R AT 3 A Al 30 A VR VR = Vo™ =V, <& 2 T V2, 3% R RE
[ L N 2k B I a ANITAT S KA B0 B AT 30 08k )t S b X — i R R AR AN 22 3RAE B &)t B AR A
WA PRAE AR ag ARSI R ebl L 9 HL 3R 3% ot A3 LA R B R, R A th 2 LT A Al g
EUAR ay BB B I d5 KT SR AT 0, Bk T A AT Bh o ML ik s b a)t 4kl s . B W R — e R T A
I (L) PR 43 S 3 33 S AE 3 2SI I 2R 498 24 i DR 285 A0 P TR 0 Bl D Bt o 1) U2 28 125

X B 5 — A ) R B e 28K T R B R RAIE et F5 58 B AE T R G R4
AT FEAS T R — B A R O 5 R R AT IR A IR T T VL TR F6E R AT Bl 2 R R AR WD R an,
V. (s) > max{R(s,a) + ZTa(s,s’)VL(s’)} B, N AT 19 20 53, 0 AT BT g, M e B o)t Hosat Ray T X

a seS

FHeF I (D) IR B — 30 BT a8 #52  S BAS 2 5 HUH 2 el AR SR 04T sh AL AT A MRS — 2o 4
575 YRS LA AL 5 VA 18 B S92 b S 2R AL — B SR S IR A A B AL

4 SKEEZRIT

R AL S N B A MR 515 (BI-RTDP) & UL FRTDP R Rl (19, 454 7 35 i 35 T e A0 AT 3 408 19 43 52
TR TEME K U SR AFIR A AR 8 I BA.

B 25 PSRN, M S0 RAT — AN s AT B IS 1) 8 s > i AP PSRN IR LI BI-RTDP 23 3R 1] — M7
BN ZIPAT AT Z )5 AT B0 45 R 8RB STVE R 8 R — 0 Yk i RE WL ATV 2 R R N A
B5AE FRTDP 37 JE A0 43 2L At S L4035 7T LA 2% FRTDP Sk Sc A 500,

&% 2. BIRTDP.

Function trialRecurse(s,w,depth)
if isTerminal (s,depth) or TIMEOUT() then return end if
trackUpdateQuality(s,w,depth)

a’ «chooseGreedyAction(s,depth)
s’ «—chooseMaxPriSuccessor (s,a’)
if depth<max_depth then trialRecurse(s’, yT* (s,s)w,depth+1) end if
update(s)

Function BIRTDP (s,,€)

while Vj* -V, >¢

if TIMEOUT() then break end if
trial Recurse (s,, w=1,depth=0)

adjustTrail Depth()
end while
if monotoniclowerbound(s,) return a,

elsereturn g, endif
Function Run (¢)
(max_depth,s)«(INIT_DEPTH, INIT_STATE)
while lisTerminal (S)
a «BIRTDP (s,¢)
S «execute (a')
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max_depth«—max(INIT_DEPTH,max_depth-1)
end while

(1) chooseGreedyAction()E 48 Z IR FE Ay 1, RIS B BR95E 1 {7 40 IR A Ak AT 8 73 SO B3 4.2 75 T ik S,
SETE R KT S0 AT 3 2 A I FEABAT 2 TR IE B 2 FEAN I A2 AN — Bk B W A SRARZS JEAT R 1 158 32k 4
B2 T AT ) B A 5T EAR I R AR RAS  E AT B, H B IR [P RO A W N AT 8) &

(2) update()#EEVESL T-HER 2 Sbn i Sl RAR IR 2 A0 TR A8 A Il At s, DU 5038 i A A7 3, 45 D) R B v 2 1)
1780 T I B AT B FIHE AR IR A CRAE 4 V2 (8) -V () < e/ 2 X B e by el2 1IN 55 FRTDP i —
R Trial (3R A1 4 AEAE TV, () =V (S) < &1 2 AL, 30 & 34 50 A7 71 1 Wi 8.

(3) FRTDP 13— H & MR W3 HLH] adjustTrailDepth(), >4 i B & i KIS N 5 3 SO AW I, B34
max_depth £ 34 1. i 7E BIRTDP [ S iz A7 B rh AR 30 AT — 20 5 35 K UR BE [R] It A sk 1 (1 1 4.

(4) BIRTDP() I [5] 4 i PR A S X AH BT FEXS AT B AR BAT AL N FEAN 2 — Sk 4 R i 73 (Bl i K
B BRI A b FESF B (AT Bl SR BR T AR T AT, R 1 T 28 B 10 55 4 (R A 10 175 0, AN 9 2 — S0 U R ek o o
ARARBI TR IS BN 4 ORI AR, 1B FARER TR R S B TE AR A RATAT 27 I 30 05 4 D 4 S mes 5k 1
AR R L T A

(5) FEMHSEI PREE B SEI 1 R TIMEOUT() toks 51k 3% U i/ A I 1.

(6) execute() 5 FEEAE HLAMATAT 31, I3 P10 4% ) 1) 22 G0 52 Bk N IR

5 X ¥

S ST P Wl KB S A T AE R UE B A ) B RaceTrack!® . RaceTrack & —AN 84 il [, 75 46 W 5 42 1) b
B B 25 e AT B S H bR AL B IR B e B S YT 4 AN EAELIE R (%Y, X, Y). T80 il LS 38 7F
TGN — AN I (%, V), % B § WO A B A 5 0,1, 1) AR DO AT — 52 WE A A A 8, 50 B2 4 (0,0). 28
TR RS S B T W AR AR DR S PATAT B #2315 3 B[R] 3 — 1, P20 ) H AR )5 ik FR 45 0.

AR AR AEHL P small-b 55 large-bM® 30 1 P 22 7R £ A8 5 A (0,0), 3% HL i 45 i 5 2 £ ,small-b 2 55 5E Ay
(0,5),large-b 2y (L1) , 2% s 457 5 ot by PSR 3 53 A0 195 AN R 48 o 00 1 P 43 53 Bk 8 small-b-m 55 Targe-b-m,
small-b-m & 761 B A KR (7,15) Kb 38 i — AN & 0IR A& large-b 2 7 1E A #8381 — 1 (33,11)—(33,17) b 1 i JLAN &

FHEATEBIMER 0.1, ERWI46 4 0, N 41 4h 2 —1000.3&8 A 5296 48 1 (1K) 5538 55 4 Windows XP,AMD64 3200+
CPU,1G RAM.SE 56 43 243 P8 43, 73 Sl A 0L 40 i o5 S B 28 b S [) ) 5 I A 85 2
1. RGN AF SR TT 4R, B Al B O A BVE S A O R IR A SR i 3RS AT b R GBI
TR E M RN T RS L B A E B B Z00R & BT RTDP AL EEfE 1444, 55 R
SRR IR, X HL 3% B LRTDP,FRTDP 15 A 56 b A AN 57 363k 47 500 VR P #4048, 52 56 45 5
W& 1.3 Backup Bk AR KEL, e BVE R ORI F b Time by S g SR IR ), B 37k B0 el T4
S PAT 7 RV A 5 40 A2 —1, Reward B 6 {8 B 4 B 7K 28 55 A€ B2 O ROD B, & MRS RE SR SR B Y — b2,
PR BT G AR AL, B R BIA 2 5 T AR AT T R
2. T SZIN:ZR 48 B g A 25 pe I 18] TIMEOUT IR K 473 4 W M Wik S 4T sh ik 34T R RTDP,
LRTDP,FRTDP #4754 b 5236 44N S IR 1 000 YBT3, 3% HL A0 38 2 BUIE 2 4 P35 20 3 Steps,
Uk ) 5 HR e k2 Reward B AR, 546 45 S W B 3 Bow.
SEIG 25 B R | R BI-RTDP H A 58 47 1R 5 I Re M b A R S R 45 S 7T LA Y BI-RTDP £E B 515
DU R INWI L) WSS T 2 B JE AR AR I152) R R (RS BE M P R A g s B AR AR T
BI-RTDP At iS4 i 7 S 4R R0 B AT B, I AN B SRR AT 08 IV (1R ity 307 28 [l i, 413 P 1 e 0% £ PR 5 o o L
1T 8h 5 2 B bs N5 — 7 KR A8 B AT 30 I ) SR AS ARG R 25 T 0 2 (0 G IR A 28 I sl & T
To v (RRE P SR A 2 2 AN TH 5
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Tablel Soft real-time test
F1 SR
Algorithm | Backups | Time(s) | Reward | Backups | Time(s) | Reward
0

£ 0.1e-3
small-b(9312s,9a)
LRTDP 186 509 1.678 -13.4100 N/A N/A N/A

FRTDP 141 583 1.429 -13.216 0 | 173021 1.476 -13.217 3
BI-RTDP 130 846 1.372 -13.2278 | 133862 1.378 -13.2793
small-b-m(9312s,9a)

LRTDP 317 958 1.812 -5.436 0 N/A N/A N/A
FRTDP 81 844 1.147 —5.466 0 118229 1.240 -5.700 0
BI-RTDP 14716 0.330 -5.394 0 14 879 0.334 -5.360 0
lar ge-b(23880s,9a)
LRTDP 1601 485 8.130 —23.3380 N/A N/A N/A

FRTDP 591 606 3.724 —23.5340 | 741758 4.113 —23.7200
BI-RTDP | 566 732 3.643 —22.8740 | 604322 3.647 -23.4120
lar ge-b-m(23880s,9a)

LRTDP 787 025 4.126 -8.5200 N/A N/A N/A
FRTDP 53 660 1.102 —8.565 0 129 737 1.525 —8.526 2
BI-RTDP 45411 0.756 —8.6150 98 801 0.974 —8.360 0
Steps small-b-m
50
a4 | —#— RTDP
0 —¥— FRTDP
35 —>%— LRTDP
[ —o— BIRTDP
30 F
25 F
20 F
15
10
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Times (ms)

5 10 20 30 40 50 100 200 300 400 500 1000

Fig.3 Hard real-time test
K3 A s i ik

SN I Reward 3 8 5% 22 (Lt T AT HORS B2 225K R BI-RTDP AR 1 5 5 AN X AR 6 5035 2 T 52 il
R BI-RTDP A7 W] 558 50 [ 1% I i 65 0 7 k25 e 3 AT 30ms N Mgt K0 B B4 8 1 43 LA b, LRk S B
SR AR T 75 2 1 A 21 e S48 I 1) L33 B 1SR U6 - BI-RTDP 14943 52 1 P S0 DR S 1 48 5 11 A6 010 20 v s g
) Py, 2% A 75 P06 3L 92 A AR B0 2L A7 3 (I3RS #5 4 TIMEOUT 51 % 19, 97 L% F R k0 BP9 K R 2
SKUEET 4 S5 450 SR 68 T () 4 S 3 456 SR S 10— A 00 P B LA LX) T A S e 2 IR L B S B A i
HENS U 5 22 /b T2 YT IR ZS 2 75 WANT 3 B GARAT 3 28 5 7, L2 T3 08 2 )5 R SR AT B 0453 6 A K
3£ SR 1) e D0 SHE e PR 7 P S 7 T 4 mh Tk 4 DR S (0 e AT 30
6 & it

2R 3 () 5 B TR X BT 9 I 30 2 R 5502k () M SO B 4 S e B SRS AT T AT, 45 (R B b
TR B L Y T — AN 00 B AT 3, LA % LA g R Py S I 230 745 R0 Sl 48 S A 7 v R — A B A S R

G 93 Sk P SRS A T T 38 SR S 78 7 UM T T SN AR 8 T AT 1) DR S RAT AR R S SR AR L e
(K T 557 P 242 SREMS R A TGP A1 1 50 e () R 2B AR PR 160 1 9 DL S8 1 2 =4 20 04T 3, Rl B0k 2% 1 ORAiE
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M R A SR B0 BT ITE W 82 W BRAT 8 45 00N 58 1 8 O T A DG AN Db B T4

T X — % U BI-RTDP Sy 7E 9 28 i 20 11y 52 i R 48 U A #4087 H8 0 T 2 i e B AR G S0k i 1k
fiE.BI-RTDP 57 JC IR 7S 20 (7] (14 52 M0 B /I 6 R B8 1 82 SR BN B0 573 A0 70 A P A% 1) 87 ) (1) S 61 £ i 2 o300 4
o, BI-RTDP h, 5 7 1 54 (18 S5 ] i 3 A

AL ) S AT B 03 B ET 32 N AR S e sk AR AR U B Rk 1 AR A R R MR DL AT B
FIHE bR E R ARSI 7R AE BT S R ) — 5 Tl B AT FRTDP 5092 R I A — A 3 B 3 B 4
XA 1 3 SCE M ARAE AR AR KRR BE S H 1, A& SR R AR 45 & by T ST M 3 R 11 RTDP 03k Hh 22314
I (DA F AR,

Bt Aok, IRAT A A SO AR T3 B 5 3 UK Hector Geffner ##% . Benjamin Johnston 18 -1- LA i+ 18 Bt
FIRES. SER. R R0 FRIF KR 2R Bk
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