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Simple Tabular Reduction for Generalized Arc Consistency on Negative Table Constraints
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!(College of Computer Science and Technology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)
*(Key Laboratory of Symbolic Computation and Knowledge Engineering for the Ministry of Education (Jilin University), Changchun
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Abstract: Generalized arc consistency (GAC) plays a central role in solving the constraint satisfaction problem. Table constraints can
theoretically represent all kinds of constraint relations, and many algorithms have been proposed to establish GAC on table constraints in
the past decade. Among these methods, the simple tabular reduction algorithms (STR) are very efficient. However, the existing STR
algorithms are suitable for only positive table constraints. They can not directly work on negative table constraints. In this paper, a STR
algorithm, called STR-N, is first proposed to directly work on negative table constraints. Then, two improved versions of STR-N, STR-N2
and STR-NIC are presented. Experimental results show that the STR-N algorithms bring improvements over CPU time while solving the
instances with negative table constraints.
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o BT BRAE I C={c1,00,- oo} N A BRARES I ATE ;e C R TR Z W HIHIZ KR —
AR ¢ WEHANED: M FRERES sep(e)={xi X, X FIX LEAS BAT BRI 8 R IRE dom(x;p)x
dom(x;p)x...xdom(x; )] — T4, XA FH 1 TG 4 R 7RI & (B 1 ) IX 4 249 I (1) A8 R EUE 41 & L1 2 80
HRER 7R 7 2400 T, 2T 7 5 (predicate) IR 2R x+x0<5, 24 xy=2,00,=3 I AN 2 200,10 24 xy=2,x,=1 I3 /2 203K
BT HRAE SR, I R IE <A B AAH S 56 R 1N alldifferent(x,y,2) VRBP4 x oy, z =3 AT A ERASAH 25
B A998 249 AR B T X S o U2 R LA e 2 S 2 o B, 36 2 3R 3 2 R I 8 s g L oA
JE (B IE R AT AR TG AL, 2 L5 T TG 4005 A2 2 RIS, B AT TR O 1E 2 24 3 2 37 Hh 1) 6 4 3 I 40 SR AT ]
PRI R AR FRATTLLTE 44 10 n- 2 )5 W0 8K B0 A 1R L9 CSP oy n- 525 Wl SR AL A5 A B R Je— AN 3R
ARFEHE 0 MME LGN EEIERATEH BB Z ARG &I AR LR T 4
R LR RS 1 ANRIEE 2 ARG Z AR RE A BU AR ey S IE R AR KR, A 6 ML ¢, M
76 4 {(1,3),(1,4),2.4),3,D),@D,@E) i RAE A M RA R KR, WEHF 10 MNER cp T4
{(1,1),(1,2),(2,1),(2,2), (2,3),(3,2),(3,3),(3,4),(4,3),(4,4) } AU 55 1 NFIEE 4 AN ERJEZ AR oy AR HTTEE
IR F R, MAELE 10 DMITA{(1,2),(1,3),(2,1),(2,3),(2,4),(3,1),(3,2),(3,4),(4,2),(4,3) ;R AR N A& 6 Aoodl
{(1,1),(1,4),(2,2),(3,3),(4,1),(4,4)} B AR, T X5 2= (R 2% 18 BRI RO AT IER AR K IR cppn HRANETR ca.
WA AR LR EXFEA T H BEAT L0k A I 2R A o4l B HZ T A R TR IE R A R R 1% o AL
1% TG AL A 2 5 10 DN I AL 24 o AR B R 2 R b 5 SR TS 7 A e S 8K, G 4/ S50 1 4 2 ) 40 SRS 2 1 2 26, T
I FRATT IR 120 214 Tl 3 B 1T R 240 ORI 47 3R 4 3R

TR AN LA SR A I AR A NP i U A R 0 5 6 SRR SR S 2 A (] B4 R A A R A 2
FOARCIIEAT BB N T 70 240 SR A 100 30 A0 SRR 28 Sy OV A SR A o I ) e ) 1) JR B AR A e R A HE o0
SR AL ) R LTV SR A B AR A T2 SICRT 2530 A0 )32 9O 2 504 GAC-valid™ m] LRI I 249 Rk 7 70 i 47
R LR F9BL) 2 R R T RA R R AN E R R G, — 2 IE R R E LM Z AR5 5T
A2k 4 42 H oK. GAC-allowed ™ 5323 1 T 3t & 29 3R B G 41, B B4R 51— AN 20 e 4L R A IR 7 28, o 25 &
SRR 0 T TP T 4R SRR, SCHR 8,917 Tl 42 T P A R T R 5| A e R It g e 72 SC k[ 10048 7 —
Tt 5 105, A6 T S 5 I AT U IR0 A G AR A G AL TR 4 10 5 101 Sk R A R A U i R U ek vk
ST AR 5B L A S0 I A8 L 4% I B 45 0 b B T DA 5 B4R, 2007 SRR T R 4 R A 1k
simple tabular reduction(STR)! ! & i 12 2y 74 bl £ 45 24 R 2 v A5 255 110 70 4L SR UL 500 S A7 S 5 (8, 2R A SR P A R
B 1F 2 2 R 1A Y INE 0 B B v T AR Sk T STR ST 2 v 3 JLAE — 28 5E T STR Sk etk T
PEU 1M T 4k % 26 F AT B B 2 W05 W3R L AR H AT STR B9 3 T IR R 2 A3 5 (1 e 41 S i
AR T X —REAE, 0 T R A R il S R AR 64, STR S 0 vE N i T 4- 525 i) 9]
1E R A ORI A7 3R 24 HOm] DUAH T4k (H 2 STR S i 80 B T 20 B A 11 sk ) 0 AN B0 /b 1) 1E 38 20 3, T s
B3R LI IREAL A TE RS Il s 10 o A BB H 3 2 B T 0 7% W) R 38 1R 25 i DA AR X A 4 B #E 5 i) STR
TR IR B 7 R 240 A A A T R 20 R ) STR B30925 1R A0 2 A W 1100 3 L 2% 2 AT J LA A8 40 R R 7 A
AT, R RIF 5T T A 25 B A Bl g 1) FIUASE R O M S B BT 5« DR SRR gt w3 A 1 i) 2223 A R gt K T it
JE ] B max-CSPP,

AR SO oA — R R 4IRS PR STR-Negativel® ) i Fk STR-N.'E W 144 49 81 Brg e itk 4T 70 2K iH %
)75 3, T DL AR R AR B SR A 2 A  RAT 4R . STR-N B3 (1) P A ek e &A——STR-N2 il
STR-NIC.STR-N2 1] LAy#7> STR-N 7EHEAT A S0 AR 23 I 1) — 28T R $AE;STR-NIC A% 1] — ol [ 4% 11, T LA s
G — G042 (K388 )7 2R 47 D Bt FRATT (K0 52 56 17 58 K 15 2R L0 SRR S R 2 A BB A AR S 4y A STR SLVE R
STR-N HVEEAT SRt 45 R I, — 2 SRIGRBCHR T mURAE T 2R BB FEAE 0.466 BRI, i A2 TN 0.5.08 )5,
BATHEE T STR-N Sy A0 FoAth mp 3 FH -1 £ 3R 9 BRI 32 9IORE 28 45002, 0 4538 T 9% GAC-valid i BLVEAE £
AR EHIBUER GAC-valid-forbidden LA K 35T 2 J0 R SR HE 456 1) 75 10546 B FH 1 £ 3R 29 AR (128 B mdde. 5K
9045 IR, STR-N 76— LE B AL i) 811 = i 56 bl B0 Ath Uy 925 58 sy AE — S8 Am v 22 M3 481 L ,STR-NIC [HI20%
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il

854

1 BB

IE —SAR c,sep(e)={xi1. X, X} BTN ¢ PAE R EES |sep(e) R A ¢ FITTH T ¢ LR—AJcd
7, xR R x P FIBUE. BRATEH ¢ RARLIR ¢ PAEWE R ¢ I NELN ¢\dom(x; ) xdom(xp)x. .. x
dom(x;, )| FR A LI ¢ WL WAL % P (constraint tightness), Bl dom(x;)xdom(x;5)x. .. xdom(x;) 35 R 21 ¢ )G Y
EeA, i 2 /(c). 38 H, 2 1(c) R T 0.5 B, AT IE R A REIR o A i 2 ¢ RIJCAANBOoR T3 & e ocdl
NG t(e)/ DT 0.5 B FRATTE AR A RERIR o, R i iE R ¢ BTN EOR T L ¢ BT S BRA TR —
AT A S0, A IX AN T2 IR BT A AR R AT A KT R 1) A o B L — AN e R TR
2R B Ik R AR A A e A T T — S O AL TR A — S A R R R A A R 45— A 2 A AL )
P=(X,D,C), i1 % C T LR JCECER N T 55T 2,UFR P oAy = 024 SR A2 1] 80 75 I Bk o Al 76 20 3R A2 i) .
AN SR AL 0] R R A RN AR A HAB O IR B AME M R A SAEAR S T T AR R AL C T
HARAEA L (x,a) R x; HUEA a,c; R x; F x; 2 8 I L0

E X 1(7 323K 48 & (generalized arc consistency(GAC)). 45 — A2 &L i) 3 P=(X,D,C). — MK
¢ FI—MAE i xesep(c):

o —MAa)SHW ¢ KR, HAY ¢ TR N HERICH o815 r[x]=a, I B i i o, LI, 78K

H)TEAHK ¢ EIRSCRE.
o —KRAW c &) ZIHEN,H HAE N TR xescp(e),dom(x) A h A, It B TAEE aedom(x),(x,a)
AW ¢ AN,

o PRI M, HACY C T LR 2 ) T2 ST 1.

M2 BIAH 2558 SR A0, — A J0 4 R — AMETE— R AR BRI SCRE I 2 A & AF:(1) o2 ARM;Q2) «
WX AR T SEBTZ ARSIz S A R Y AL B NS MEE A SRR E NG AW
TR A SRR I S L B H 3 S A AR T BV A R385k SR B AT o A e AN A A R R 1
T R M e, U 7 32 A 78 2R U, i TG 8. 4 5 SICA %% 443 (maintaining arc consistency, {8 #% MAC)2SLE H #if
SR UAT 1R SR8 24 TR A2 1) LI v, e 7 [ ) 4 g e R i 3 — R R AR, IR F 3 IR 5 VR AT BT R 7
PR IREAN T 55 b, — A BRI A AR S AR 3 P I — ANMERE E AR )5 MAC ] GAC SR BEAT B A, AR 4t
TR T AR FEL M BR. a0 5 GAC AT 5 W, T 5 2 [m ] 3.

2 ERAREMRGREE

R STRIPIH Ullmann T 2007 4E4 Hy 3G 32 22 AR 8038 D) 45 40 20 SREE P S0 BT A e 41, [ i
T 3K 2 70 20 2 A5 AT A%, W SR R I — AN AR AT B A XA TG R U A T AR R E AR AL B —
HRE XM T STR 2N T 1E 3R A1 Ui, 1 1E 28 24 3 e S5 18 70 41 AR 2 39 A2 20 SR BRIk XA T 41 ) I 3
BT A SCRRIN PN A TR STR SEILT V2 SIAH 2 I SRVE R R an 8503 1 s, Hoh STR(e) R AE ALK ¢ |
SEIR T VZ IR 2 B S AN AR B 4Kk 2 R, STR()IR B &1 ¢ b HEAT 22 45 ool I % A 10 AT 5028 1) A
W STR(c) R I AR B IR N 25, W) B 3R [B] FAIL.

B3E 1. GAC-STR 572,

1 initialize the propagation queue Q;

2 while Q is not empty do

3 select and remove a constraint ¢ from Q;
4: reduced(X)<—STR(c);

5 if reduced(X)=FAIL then

6 return FAIL;
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9:

10:
11:
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for each xereduced(X) do
for each constraint ¢’ involving x do
if ¢'#c then
Q<Qu{c'}

return success

k2 IERANM STR Hik.

Input: A positive table constraint c.

Output: The set of variables whose domain have been reduced.

R A A o e

—_ e s e e
N AN T2

18:
19:

for each xescp(c) and x is not assigned do
gacValues(x)<«J;
index<1;
while index<:lastIndex(c) do
T <—table(c)[position(c)[index]];
if 7is valid then
for each (x,a)e rand x is not assigned do
gacValues(x)<—gacValues(x){x};
index<—index+1,
else
removeTuple(t,index,c);
reduced(X)«J;
for each xescp(c) and x is not assigned do
if |gacValues(x)|<|dom(x)| then
dom(x)<—gacValues(x);
if dom(x)=0 then
return FAIL;
reduced(X)<«reduced(X){x};
return reduced(X)

H1 T STR 3% 280 1y R A sk I BT A7 T4, 00 1 Be 5 [P R A, STR Sk Ia 45 iy 1 FobLabl, (15 76 &
R R S DA KRN ICALAE R R AN S RS A B AR S A R S AR A T u 4L STR A
i [ 2 FR e R0 g 2 B G AL TSV R, A M BT T LA A R, U ARG A A IR R T
B30 3 — BL A E B G R A A R AT I TC AL X — WL R B A A ok s B

table(c):table(c)— M EFASHAL IR SIC K T ¢ BIPTA AL N hs A 1 25412 table(c).
length,table(c) L2 JG e v B JC LA B AN AR L.

position(c):position(c) 3& — MK JE N table(c).length [WEEEEA, MG N, oo ZBE 2 1 3
table(c).length. " E IR IEXS table(c) T TG4BT ) AF ] position(c)fa,c MR i NmdlE
table(c)[position(c)[i]].

lastIndex(c):lastIndex(c)7& — N FEH,'E 45 F position(c) I FEA TR, XA N2 position(c)F i fg—4
BRI LR WL position(c) T T H  lastIndex(c)Z 1 H1TCE T 5T W i table(c) ™ I JC4H J& 2RI T
M lastIndex(c)Z Ja P NI B 70 4 #8 2 TG AR 1.

X3 AN HHE SR 0% AR LI s M o AL a1 s,
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tuple-1 | 1 «—
tuple-2 | 2 «—
tuple-3 | 3

tuple-4

lastindex(c)=5
—

tuple-5

tuple-6

tuple-7

tuple-8

W W N U N
O 00 N 6O U A W N

tuple-9

table(c) position(c)

Fig.1 Example of current tuples

SR PR ]

1 #table(c) e % T 9 AN ILdl,lastindex(c) A 5,0 position(c)F 5 6 TG E L FIHAT N table(c)F —4
HTTCAL BRI ) 41T 7T 4L 53 0 A tuple-1,tuple-2,tuple-5,tuple-7,tuple-8.

Bk 2 ™ removeTuple(z,index,c) W AE F /2 B ohr 78 B B & TG R, % R B2 B position(c)[index] Fl
position(c)[lastindex(c)| H 3,38 JG ¥ lastindex(c)I¥ 1,2 J& ,J7 A position(c)[index]F& 17 (1) table(c)H It 7T 41 i 4t bt
IR A TR K KA lastIndex(c) L WY I TCAL A 2 2 HT TC AL A5 1R I 20 FE rp STR SEAE 4 2 148 R W19 45
R BESR LIRS lastIndex(c), 24 5 AL A1) IR AR AE XS B )22 (A0 5 2. LastIndex(c).

3 GRAREBRGEBEE

FESEIUT 2 AR I FAT I AN — i 4R B AN A BAH ) SCRF B2 WA Jo 4, 5 e W A M A7 AE —
ANSCEATLL T 458 — 44K o B xescp(c)~ 1H aedom(x), 5T ¢ LALE (e,a) T JTCH P, ER x 4b,sep(c)
rp A TG A B A ) 8RR AR, AR I8 75 T X S50 4y O 3 8 S AR I A Mg IX S s A 4y b
TR TN TR R AR5 0TI AT A TO AL, AT AT DUR S AR L ¢ 0 A ROoF il ¢
HHHREE R ¢ 7 AR AR A TROF B R ¢ IITTH 2 (v a)Th ¢ ERSCRR, R JRATTZ AR 2
EWIA R0F Bl 2 e B e AN EORT 0. AT 40 R 3 BRI A7 RO Hith 2 ¢ I Ju A7 e,

o 1 BAMNENH ¢ LEEC)MNETEH B u A AL IE N valid(x,a,c). XN N B0 Z R x S8,

sep(e) P AT AR B R K R R B G SRR B RN B ER X Absep(e)h HAR T 22 B 24 1 (i 3
KN FAT AT LALE O(r) N 18] A T SAF BX AN HC7 Hob e 2 ¢ RITCEN T dom(x)th AT ZAH
a,valid(x,a,c)# & F) (F, B3 00, AT TKE valid(x,a,0)id 4 valid(x,c).
o B2LRMEIY ¢ LK) NFHERILZIER ¢ K7 CAL0ASLIEY valid-forbidden(x.a.c).
wofF R AR ALK W BT O 2 & e 1,8 B valid-forbidden(x,a,c) i 2 (x,a) W BLAE table(c)+
A RBOTAL BRI, FAT T T LA 3 [ table(c) P 24 i TR LA £ A M — i R S () TE
table(c) A T U O IX 3t P A5 AT LR I A3 3] sep(e) T 22 & 1T EAE table(c)
A 2T 4L B B TR

o 3 {HOEEWL ¢ M ICH A valid-allowed(x,a,c) Wl 4“4 R LA ORI FHESLE R ¢
HI” TCEH AN B W R valid-allowed(x,a,c) KT 0,84 (x,a){E ¢ _b— EAF-AE L FE.

BT ULE 3 AP AR S 3 4 i STR-Negative 5311 D4 A5,

Bk 3. SRR STR 54,

Input: A negative table constraint c.

Output: The set of variables whose domain have been reduced.

1: if lastindex(c)=0 then

2: return J;
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3: for each xescp(c) and x is not assigned do

4: compute valid(x,c) for x;

S: for each value aedom(x) do

6: valid-disallowed(x,a,c)<0;

7: index<1;

8: while index<lastIndex(c) do

9: <table(c)[position(c)[index]];

10: if 7 is valid then

11: for each (x,a)e 7 and x is not assigned do
12: valid-disallowed(x,a,c)<valid-disallowed(x,a,c)+1;
13: index<—index+1;

14: else

15: removeTuple(t,index,c);

16:  reduced(X)<«J,

17:  for each xescp(c) and x is not assigned do

18: for each value aedom(x) do

19: if valid(x,c)—valid-disallowed(x,a,c)=0 then
20: remove (x,a) from dom(x);

21: if dom(x)= then

22: return FAIL;

23: reduced(X)<—reduced(X)U{x};

34:  return reduced(X);

F 3 14T 3 24T, lastindex(c) Ay 0 W BEHIZIR ¢ 24§ 20K ST AR WAL ¢ e, T DL
Yo T i Tk I AR

Rl 1. 5% STR-Negative(c) (Wi I 18] 5234 Bl O(rd-+rt) 5358 73 (0] B 2% B Ky O(rd+r), He 1 32 ¢ IR0 HL,
d & sep(c) A8 & ) I RAE I, ¢ S table(c) " id 1P o4l A48

TR A BEVE 3 0 B 3AT~ER 6 AT AR KGNS O(rd); 55 8 AT~5R 15 4T IARIAFEIN Or), A 43X — ¥ e £ 7T fig
Vil ¢ AT AR TR T ARAENh O(); 3 17 47~5 23 ATMEHAEIN R O(d). B IE, 5530 STR-
Negative(c) W I8 I [0 R 2% 5 8 O(rd+rt). 5535 STR-Negative(c) 1 FH IR £ 4 &5 44 P table(c) b re 11925 1), 18 O 3
H ¢ Nl BN TCE =N rposition(c) s A tr NERER) d MU valid(x,c),valid-allowed(x,a,c),
valid-forbidden(x,a,c) 5 3% 5 FH 2510 O(rd). 1K Ik,STR-Negative(c) M1 15 35 25 A1 24 FE R O(rd-+rt). O

4 fii{k STR-Negative H %

X BATKG IR STR-N 7% 1 W3 Fh g i3k ik /K- ——STR-Negative2(STR-N2)Fl STR-N-Iteration-Condition
(STR-NIC).

4.1 STR-Negative2:il# 72 U R HI G MR ERIE

E SR AR o AT RANESE ¢ EHAT STR-N(c), & i xescp(c), MR 2T dom(x)F LIXAELAI R ¢ FiH
STR-N() 1Y) dom(x) MR, I 24 dom(x) " AT AT AR 3w [ 15 5% 17 4 I ok, DR kb 0 200 A7 200k A, 78 BT, T L e 4
KA x (AL T I, B4 142 ) STR-Negative2 513, NI STR-N2 48 ] f) 5 Fh 4 41 1 B30 445 w14,

o need-check(c):need-check(c) & scp(c)—F 4,18 I LEAE FEAT A 2001 Ak 25 i 7 A A 11 A0 1

o lastSize(c):lastSize(c) & — K JE M |scp(c)| M HEEU A  lastSize(c)[x)ie % T LR STR-N2(c)i, A5 &

x FE IR RN, A AR YR 46 AT x BRI lastSize(c)[xIANHH ], B A% x N need-check(c).
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a1 lastSize(c)[ ]Wﬁ‘ﬁﬁ 1.

Eﬁﬂéﬁ lastSlze(c),Z):,E#ﬁ%?ﬁﬁxﬁ( ﬁH'JL,/U]‘Aﬁ need—check(c)rhzzm Elﬁl{ﬁfﬁéf%rh@ﬂ%ﬁ STR-N2 Bi/E4f
E AR i E ORI lastSize(c), ™ AR RIS BEARYE 7R X0 B2 il S K & lastSize(c)
4.2 STR-N-Iteration-Condition:i8# % 7U & 89i& [ JT ¢

AR T STR-N 5092, S FE A (K358 43 R AE 5 8 AT~ 15 AT IRAE I 36 5 U7 il 24 15 G 21 B AT 148 ) — ik g
4 {F iteration condition(IC), kK 1 s T8 L& 70 4% 1) 385 77 70 2H 3o R 3 A& 1C ] LAZE AN 73 15 1) 76 21 1) 45 AR PR AE A
AR B H A SR

% R 138 [f7 % 4 (iteration condition(IC))). 455 — MR LW c,valid-min & scp(c) T BT A AL 1 (1) valid(x,c)
(15 /IME. 2 valid-min KT lastIndex(c) ,scp(c) T T H 2 BB T A EAE ¢ b g f7 A SCH

IC 2 IE#i 1,5 8 lastIndex(c) =2 40T ¢ 1A A 30 (H 2 E R ¢ 7 Te AN B0 B A 2 BEAE R AT 2 HE 2
R e B, T2 T A7 28 T A B <A BB R R e 197), T valid-min S 5/ valid(x,c), B IE Y valid-min KT
lastIndex(c) T 45 25 B (M T A B 0 valid(x,c)#8— & KT E MK valid-forbidden(x,a,c).

IC AJLLZF STR-N Syl Fafis piyc 4 nr i (0% 3 958 7 47CART), M T IC 1 STR-N Sk ATFR A
STR-NIC H92:. 1 3 /2 1C, ) STR-NIC $vk B #0 [ 2 B B A A8 B (R 380 7.

5 FWHER

FATHI AR IR EE 4 Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-3770 CPU@ 3.40GHz,4.00GB RAM,Windows 7,JDK1.7.7% 3 fif H]
BT benchmark WX A 5 LA K B AL i) A% 1Y 2E % %% RBGenerator 33 1] A\ http://www.cril.univ-artois. fr/
~lecoutre/ N & FLATIEN T AE MAC AT AN 7] 10 )32 9ICR 25 3000k R s g 20, 26 v AR B )R s T T 35 44 1Y)
Dom/Ddeg?"".

5.1 STRXfLESTR-N

STR L35 STR-N HL35 43 5l I T - 1F 36 2 SROFA 61 3 249 3, i 19 ot 240 R m) LAAH 366 40, BRAVT 38 86 9 P A0 11
mﬁﬁﬁ%*ﬁ%?’wfa&'%T;Z,/\ﬁéléﬁﬂi&'%f“ﬁ 0.5 I, 1E 3 29 HORN 61 328 20 3R 3% (R e 4 A B0HH [ TR o, 3R AT

BT A Pl SR AR AS TR 24 RO I SR AR KT Rl — S AU JE IR AU SRR B R 2 D R AT R K EIi?ch
hk STR #i# STR-N A LLR AR, 2 i ER 2 (SR R 3R AT R 7 B LI S 7. Model RBEY,—
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Fig.3 Results of STR-N vs. other GAC algorithms on random instances
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