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Abstract: A new external force field for active contour model, called anisotropic gradient vector flow, is
presented to solve the problem that gradient vector flow (GVF) is difficult to enter the indentation. The diffusion
term of GVF is the isotropic and highly smooth Laplacian operator with the same diffusion speed along tangent and
normal directions. The diffusion of Laplacian operator is actually decomposed into the tangent and normal
directions by the local image structures. Diffusion along the tangent direction ‘enhances the edge, while diffusion
along the normal direction removes noise and propagates the force field. This paper develops an anisotropic
gradient vector flow based on the analysis of diffusion process of GVF along tangent and normal directions. In the
proposed method, the diffusion speeds alongthe normal and tangent directions are adaptively obtained by the local
structure of the image. The experimental results show that compared with GVF, the proposed method considering
these two diffusion actions can enter long, thin indentation and improve the segmentation.
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T FHER RN EG T RY R 613

B FER kAT QT AR ERRE . FRAGOER AT o —F Ayt bR B T 4
7B B AY O R, AR R T @ 0 iR T AARIE B B S A g sbindE RIR R AN S
GVF A8k BT sk 69 7 ik R T ¥ 32 P ik KA &K 7 @ 69 RRIVE A A8 B N dm Ko W3R STt T 92146 R
KB MEQTREQF Y AT T, 204 AR B 44

HEESES: TP391 XHRARIRAD: A

PERE AR IL I R AL B, 32 3y #E 36 BER (active: contour model), SUFR b 8™, 132 N2 T 3l g sl
155y FIRIE B PR EE b i B 1988 4R 1 Kass 5 A& UGN, B2 1 2 807 B 3o 1 i 2 B i e
- i R BRI il 2 AT 3R, 78 P3RS 3 R 3R PR R 403 4 e 4 g il 2 i e NPT I . Ay ) ol ol
2 PusE A0 th BB T Lk, AR D5 WK A B8 T AR BRI 1 0330 /0 R At Y L R TR 55 M) 4 ot 2k SR, e DA
HEN H BRI 7 A0 1 2 5 e 1) H Bl 85 VF 22 SO (K98 0 S SRR 1 H R, AR TR AN T e i A

B % ) B3 (gradient vector flow, fii R GVF) & Xu 25 NI ) — Ao 737, e 3l ik — 40 3523 g R Xof i 42
P52 1A Hof EE 1) R AT 47 550, A A T 4 B89 0 3 ik 3000 B/ 6 0 RN e LA 3 N V1135 1) Bl A3, 1 = 30
s A AR o 25 g A0 M, bt T b LA 5B 7 Sk [44]H GVF BT 8 GGVF(generalized gradient

TEFRRE A 2% SCRR[L0]Ks e FAE W BE 22 RS 70 B .GVF e BN T2 50 L5058 Bp &Y (B 2 & ) LA 5
R (geometric active contour)™ 23y [ £ 3 . 75 SCHR[14,15] 7, 40 77 3 75 19 o 2 Sl 0 SR 00 o 4 5 B
HE— 2 I AR

TESCER[O) T 2001 GV 3 by v W B ik 2607 M4 5O ¥ s I kg $2 T —Fh i34 NGVF(GVF
in the normal direction).NGVF &%t A H b 141 01550, (5 ol = $1 28 7 ) 1947 1 D81 T o pl 7 22 St 11 Ak 1)
T3 P GE FEAN T A SCE— 20 A b BT T I DR FVR 2R J7 M BUE TR )l GVF WP TR A TRIVE L IR T
— /2% 1) e Ak R B B ) i (anisotropic. GVF), 't RE M AR5 1115 1) =)0 45 44 B o I b 0B 486 1) &6 R e 7l 17
B i AEAREE NGVF A 5 0 R, 55 JI% T L7524 e DUk PR A2 R I 55 GV, GGVF (9 AR B, A SC 74
M S AE T SR T T A — 58 1 it . -
1 EHMRERBFELRIN N35 \

3\

i A 2% C(5)=(x(5) Y(s),s€[0,1]), B 75 P4 (R B ) A1 F R 02 b /-
E e = [ 21 1CO)F +41¢°) F1+ Eny(clo))cs )

S r, ool B VT 1 Y SRR T 07 (5) A ¢ (5) 43 T 26775 M 28 19— L S50, A 8 B B T2 S 11,
B A DR I, 1 BRI A S LA A 1.
B3NSR (L), 75 A R 0 7 7
o (8)-fc"(s) ~VEeq=0 @)
AR () BT A S — AN P
Fint+Fexr=0 (3)
K, ) Fin=ac”(s)-/&""(5),5h ) Feu=-VEex.
5 T I8 7 — NS5 6 0 P (P PR T 5t T RS 1 390 0 W A U e, — P 2 e A48 1
I AW I
f(x,Y)=G o(x,Y)xF(x.y) (4)
f(xY)=IVGxy)<F (x| (5)
LG (Y) S 7 2 S off ST BR K5 0t L 6 P (50— W A M 5 10 W 0150, P 28 2 (4) b B B S e —
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Jie A R VA5 U P 23 2K (B) AR B AR T o B 2 M AL P A8 SR DB B2 A5 B A0 139 P BOKIKI T 22 o B T 38 0 337 1)
iRV [ IS A1 2 3 A8 T O A8 [R] I A G Ak 3 9 A7 A 36 060 W5 R ik v 2 S0 s i ASE N L A (111 98 25
e

2 GVF 1 GGVF &4

2.1 Gradient vector flow

GVF /& AR Vxy)=[ux,y) v(xy)], 1 3 F fig 2 i AL \
Q= [[auf +uf+ Vi +v)+| VE IV - VE Fdxdy v ©)
3 2 S 19, T BICKRAR P 90 211 3% (4) 04 3. (5) V5 4 0. V15 S S 55 2 031 LK 7
A FE A8 3 05, M L AR T 7 L T4 GV WA

{;Nzu —(u= ) +82)=0 -

LV (V= fy)(ff + fyz) =0
A, V2 2 1% 1 307 (Laplacian) . 7. -
GVF z%*/l\ijﬂ&j‘uiﬁ,“a?’;}%ﬁlﬁﬂ@ x Ay J7 i [F) i BEAT 57 B8 A2 22 DGR AR D RE RS IEHR 1L 545 B A
A AR U PG T FL RS N — e H b I T, e I FH e )™ T2 18— A SR Bl e R A ) S L.
2.2 Generalized gradient vector flow
SR E QI SCERAL] T 48 1, 2 H AR L A2 4 K T I, GVE 53 DARE O T A o 1A ) 78, — AT 1)
41 J1% GGVF——HEI L 1¥) GVF #idit T kM e i S A JARRE 72 GVF H 5| N ANBUAT b 4

g(IvE IDV2u=h(I vE I~ f,)=0 ®)
g(IVE IDVAv =h(I VE [)(v~ f,) =0
A,
g(Ivfily=e ¥ h(IvH=1-g(II VIl \ (9)

GV i LUBE N M 2 DR O g 37 530 5 M At B8 O T, B A 3 S b 1) 97 S Bt B, AT 5 1 KBUAEL g (I VA
FIh(IVAD. 28 2 9(~)%9‘€Tﬁ”§"2¢51ﬁﬂ’9%U’ﬁii)ﬁil&i&,?)EE/J\jJiZJ(JriﬁiﬂﬁMﬁ@ﬁ’\!?fﬁﬁlﬁlﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%@%i&)\éﬂ]J{t
(AL K T4 10 e P R P FRDBLAELS T D) e B PSR I -0 5 e K, el S A 19 (u—f) 1 (u,)
(KIBCEE AFL AL, ST R B GGV [tk s 2 Bt IS A RS IR S8, ) 37 Y RE 28 25 iR, 3 28 Snake 771277 %1
R

3 GVF E’\J%FEJ#'I‘i?F‘éﬂlﬁv\j‘ﬁ. -

3.1 GVFHIY HUZIE 547

7 GV 4™ HOTRL (7)1 V2u, V2 S R R HOT, (u— £(F2 + £2),(v— £,)(F2+ 12) S Behin oot b b o
B 2 AR T SR G N B AN RE R4 14 5 T B LR A R SR AE o R T BIBUE R F .GVF R g
T FE AR FH 45 L2 I 35 30 5 TF U 1) 6 38 DX 3 HOZ 357 T 1 — A 4 Ja 1) 1) 3. LA b0 W 5000 o e 39)
ZIRAE LT GVF Mk Re 5 % b W 3 A8 % U ¢ R AR U0, GVF I3 U A2 MO T 3% 7 i 8+ (7]
HL,GGVF 154 GVF I —Fhafe) L 55 1475 4 b b 30 557 DR 0, 3R AT T 1R 2 0 o0 W b 5% o S0 557

L iy 0 B T LI 0 A5 0 45 A 0 Ak WS Uk T i R 7 1) 9 1D fan ] 1 TR,

H—DH FTA TSR SR T ES R

V=t (10)

SCH o F fiy 20 B R R WS VE AN D) 2 07 1 () =B S B
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fro = (F26, + 126, —2f,f,£,)/| VF (11)

fuy = (F2F, + fy2 f,+2ff 1)/ Vi [2 (12)
S b AT G R DB R 2 Ty ) ISR () r B 30 57 de 48 M 1R 9 R Tl i A D) B RE 2 T )
(R4, B T BATY S T AT 5T GVF 1K BOHL B IR ok, AT H GV 9 O IR S 24
(@l + Buyy) — (U= f)(F7 + fyz) =0
A (13)
mlave + vy ) —(v=F)(f + ) =0

b, o B3 AR 7R TR ANVE L5 17 (13 HOBUAE.
T
e

Fig.1 Tangent and normal directions of an image edge
T 530 S 10 1) 26 N33 28 7 1)

Caselles %5 A\ PR HITT — 25900 BRAK () B 45 38 41 7 3%, 5 R (L0)~ 5 FE(L2)VE S 3 A4 {2 R K5 i LA 43 7 r 3%
LR AR AR I 28 YOI A B 5 T YRR R AR AR S T & — N IS T, B S A 8O v )
277 ) (P AE S T OR B 22 92 B BB AR E A GVF 3 U B AC SR AR AH [R] 1), 0 2 4 10 515 JE B 1) Ot
DX 3547 o ) ok R B AT 1 R o T DD R 1) RNVR R 1 B TROAE 3 R e R TR I L AS B0 R P A
i 3 23 77 R

MUy —(U - fx)( fxz + fyz) =0 (14)
HV\N _(V_ fy)( fxz + fyz) =0
MUy —(U - fx)(fx2 + fz) =0
{#VTT - (R £2)=0 9

2 J& GVF JILLEUIZR (A 30 (14)) Fvk 2k (A 30(15)) 77 9 5L 1 3% 1) 72 B (1=0.2, iterations=80). i] LA &
HL GV 2(0) BT/~ ) 1 1 310 FL 11 A AN AEAE [11 i 1 w3 0 3% 9 Sl 180 PIAS T 1) 5 8O A g N
ISR e o, UL U VR 2 07 T B V(WL 2(c) T ) B — AN 4 Ry g 3 8 WA vk 26 07 1) 1R 477 5002 ) ok
GVF 1 2y 8K 38, Be 0 1E N 40K 10 38 SCHR[91WF 98 T 'GVE. Wk 4 J7 1l (147 80 4t 1 e 1 1) 1 3
NGVF.J AT & 2, e K 3 3 1010 S 1 Ab A7 AE — B it e T 5.

il

(a) Image (b) GVF force field (c) GVF force field (d) GVF force field
in the normal direction in the tangent direction
(a) T EE (b) GVF )13 (¢) GVF {Evk&k Ji ) (d) GVF 712k 75 )
UK )13 HUR D13

Fig.2 Diffusion analysis of GVF
Kl 2 GVF s
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MNP 2(d) AT LAF H W D18 T 10 A OO 12 5 A TR A e — A 03 2 25 B i S 0 4 RO GAE T e
G BRI A AN AR GVE A GGV [ B RE b 43 3 4 5507 i DD U7 1) RTR 22077 170 9 37 R JSE AT ).
FCDOHIAE T A8 GV A R i REAS 5 0 5 5 2 A 7] (4170 4E. GGV o, 8 s (K47 1 2 B gk 112 RO B
BEMRAEL AT B EATHO — Bl i R PR R A1 ) 37 .

3.2 RULRITTE

T AR I B P e A ) 3 AT D HE N M GV FE AN Ak 1 U AR 7], R Ak (R 37 K
KPR, E ) e LABE N THE.GGVF 732 S Ak 47 H3CH B /N T HEAE DI M DX ) 47 R L, 0L g 8 A 3 ik
AN UTES B GGV SN ARZAE IR 25 17 [ P47 O B2, 20 20 K 1A 4™ S B /s e R AR L AL WP 24 7 1) 1A 9™ S
FEWMBE RS, FEAK T GGV X 5 55 5 58 ). Wi e T o (K14 IS TR B B R B AR 2 D 38 A AL i 5
Ak PR OB R AT RE M /S D' b A HIGHE SR, g 37 4 B 2 By N IV

25 B3 AT, FRATT A 2% 1) S PR RO 6 FE 17 B YAt (anisotropic gradient vector flow).

(U + Py ) = (U= £+ £7) =0

Jalav ™ B ) - (v=f (4 £7) =0

a=exp(-(1- f)/K?)

p=1-a
A f o PR B 2 M B PSR O T 38 e o 246 ) B0 1 A0 8, £ R A 24 [0, 1. w7 WL, W D) 2 Uy 1ol PR 97 B B e
SR Sk P B 08 B 5, T iR ST VR T ) PR8I B B O T 140 S 5 FRE A P ik bR K A iR I
FRRE BAT S/ (R BIOH B, A A5 ) 37 R A8 S DR N U198, K o 320 5 i 5 ) 2 1149 2 . R e, 5 ) S P A7 A
JEE 1) o % 108 S I D) e U7 o) RIS £ 5 1) PR RO 8 AR A8 Pl A5 e 3 45 g 1 2 2 . ) A B WA S I S 6
5 J5UAR Y GVF He AT TR AL, R84 S5 iy 347 100 43 Fe v D) e RV 22 77 1 18 9 A TEAZ 550, e AT 49 390 T AR 2 =X
(10)~ 2 A (12) K S BL VR4 1K) 22 43 SIS WL SCHR[7].

ARSI Anisotropic GVF WAL )7 1 (4 BL GGV 1A SEARA — 30 #4E h T4 D135 25 S kN
M. 5 GGVF ANl 2 AbfE T Hy D)2k 5 18] I9 H, GGV £ 8100 F A W 1 26 Ty 1) (¥4 HGHE B8 A8 /NS A 47 120 5 1)
fib 0059, Bl AT AR B 6 22 30 OB 23 1 Bl 58 IR A SO H 10 4% ) e GVF PRI AR VY D) 2 7wl (1)
37 O ATy s, DR AP Rl 08 0 b 8 S \

L& 3, AT GGVF Fil Anisotropic GV P/ g 37 45 41 1K [ A3 51 ik FTAL i M 1. 141 3 o 74l 1
MIP8,GGVF H1 GVF ()37 77 li #8415 17 110111 P JU v, P s A T e 12 N H A ) 1M, e il 1 GVF e LAE N H b
[T ) St A B R 1 AL, — 5 P T 37 T e i 1) P PR 3 5 A6 45 D 3 AN il

1

(16)

ATETTATTTTT

(a) GGVF force filed
(a) GGVF 1135 (b) Anisotropic GVF 113

Fig.3 GGVF and Anisotropic GVF force fields
3 GGVF F Anisotropic GVF 13
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4 HRER

HEN MR RE S0 0 B 0 8 ) R R I TR RE g 2 A ) 3% 43 Ik RE I T AR AR AR AT, B T R
it 3 A1 43 B e GVF,GGVF,NGVF FI4: i ¥ Anisotropic GVF iX 4 B Jy3z 4 UL _E & J7 1 (1 23 P g

A(Q) I PG5 AT A P TUTRE, 9 L34 AT 25 T 1.4 A 33540 53 AR 80 YRR, B ATT IR 2 1 45 4 ) 4(b)~
&l 4(e) T 7. 7T I, 75 41 K U135 4, GGVF,NGVF #iI Anisotropic GVF ¥ RSB IF Wk, 1 GVF WA REHEN. 5 40, th T
NGVF i Z YI e J5 a] (4™ B, i s AR 12 Sk 11 AR 73 #1851 B4R, 32 HE 1) Anisotropic GVF EE%HT NGVF fgf#

HENTUTER (R0 2, S v IR T AR S Gl AL 73 B ROR Z IR B
(a) Original image and (b) Segmentation for " (c) Segmentation for (d) Segmentation for (e) Segmentation for
initial curve . GVE, ;4'-"0.2 GGVF, K=0.2 NGVF, 1¢=0.2 anisotropic GVF,
\ 3 ® £=0.2, K=0.5
(a) Jsas Mg A (b) GVF 43 %4k 3L (c) GGVF 4y #| &k 4 (d) NGVF 4145, (e) Anisotropic GVF
CIAYE - 1=0.2 K=0.2 =02 Sy EI45H1=0.2,K=0.5

Fig.4 Segmentation comparisons of four force fields

4 A BRT1iIN o AR

<] 5(a) Py Pl 45 2 Ak e 2, 8 P XORL S o JUT 8 285 TOUAL 392 5 4 ol 3 43 il kAR T 150 IR, 43 1 45 S 1
5(c)~K&l 5(f) 7= 71 W.,GVF,NGVF H! Anisotropic GVF i 5 AR, 76 45 U1 F8 #8153 7 AR 5 (0 23 B0 2808,
WP ReREsE ;1T GGV HIAT — ¥4 1k 514 (¥ )1 375 e 120 57, DRI i 3 3053 1) R

\
- y -
(a) Original image and (b) Gaussian filter (c) Segmentation for GVF,
initial curve f = (G, (V)X 1 M) X (G, (V) x 1(x,Y)) #=0.2
- 1=0.5, op=1
(@) R l&%*ﬁﬂﬁu 2k (o) o HTIE B f =G, (% Y)x (%, Y)xG, (x,y)x1(xy). (c) GVF 5 #4HR, 1=0.2

o1=! 0. 5 O'z—

(d) Segmentation for GGVF, (e) Segmentation for NGVF, (f) Segmentation for Anisotropic GVF,
K=0.05 #=0.2 #=0.2, K=0.5
(d) GGVF 43 #1452 K=0.05 (e) NGVF 73 #1453, 1=0.2 (f) Anisotropic GVF 7> #1454, 4=0.2,K=0.5

Fig.5 Segmentation comparisons for four force fields for the noisy image
5 TR EAR 4 B 00 B R
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GVF (W4 #it R 8 1159 5, FLA 55 2 Bl 9 5 Te) (B AR VB 1 B8 0, 7 25 B e 355 1A DI 1 (5 R &
A—EMHURE 6 T 4 FOREXG R R ER. B 6(a)&—Imts 521 EE Wi th 2 & H brid
E’i NGVF 5 Anisotropic GVF 15 UL 43 FI 45 5, 0 T 74548 7% 1), 13X HL A5 W I\ S 36 45 SR T LU HE L 78 i ik AR Ik

B /W30 ¥K),Anisotropic GVF({LF NGVF)[¥ 7 #1145 WA T GVF F1 GGVF.M B4 J1 37 AR IR Bt 3
iJu,GVF A GGVF %14 A (484 W] A Anisotropic GVF:24iE4Ck$h 100 I, & 6(e) &7~ GVF 1 H bril 7t
JLT-58 A e i 451, 23 B 45 SR AU — 45 i 2k 1 6(g) R I 6(h)3& W, GGVF iz P B & B 15 81 T 3 S /0
I3 E) g LT AE B 6() A1 6(k) L% T Anisotropic GVF, HARiA A AT EE’J&%,TWB{%@JT*HX'{B@TEU%%%
SR LB A B O ) (B AE AR OB (RS I, GVE - T3 b iy SR AF LI, GGVF 19 ) 17 P REK AR 1A R 5 ;T
Anisotropic GVF H 711 5’%&75 SERR, 1HYI7FFIHEI’JJ%4EU\§5(TW%+ GVF M GGVF.

® (9 (h) (@ @ (k)

(a) Original image and initial curve (a) JEUUR PG FIAT] b fh £

(b) Gradient magnitude image, f=||[VG,(x,y)xI(x,y)|l, 0=2.5  (b) #f FEME e P15 ,f=|| VG o(x,y) <1 (x,)||, 0=2. 5 \
(c)~(e) Segmentation for GVF, 1=0.2 (c)~(e) GVF 4r# 45 , u=0.2

(f)~(h) Segmentation for GGVF, K=0.15 (f)~(h) GGVF 4345 3 K=0.15

(i)~(k) Segmentation for anisotropic GVF, £=0.2, K=0.5 (i)~(k) Anisotropic‘GVF hx 459 1=0.2,K=0.5

Fig.6 Segmentation of three force fields with iterations numbers 30, 60,100 respectively
6 ik ARTE s 2 30,60,100 B\]:,3 B T 43 B 45 R

5 & &

KT 00T GVF 97, oL A SCh e Tt Anisotropic GVF.i% 7 v ML 3% B 15 57 7 1012k R4 7 1
FEY b Ik AR RIVE R R GVF,GGVF Il NGVF 9 U B T ¥R AN I VR 2 7 10 108 & GVF JE
) 2 B IR 2R, WD) £ 7 R I O AR P I S B AL 35 AR T R 1 AR R R T RS
GVF JE R BT RS AR F BOAS IR, BRAT TR v 7 — ol 5 i) S5 e A0 2 1) SR B 7 92, VR 2 R0 D) 28 T 1) (0 7 R0 P A
P PG 1) e 0 R E [ 3T B b 38 T A SC AT HE 1K 7 10 5 42 M 1K) GVF B GGV Il NGVF K48, & — A4 R 1) 7137,
o} N FNATT AR 11 28 A 6 AN SRR AR 4 BT R0 S 56 45 SR 3R 95, Anisotropic GVF e85 30E A 41K H AR 1A M3, 7 il 17
NGVF 732 8 T A s 45 R 2 AN 2 A IS AR FF T GVF F1 GGVF WFh 134 it 5.
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