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Abstract:  Although nodes in peer-to-peer networks are viewed as equal entities in function, some of them have
much more importance than others in the aspect of overlay topology. This paper introduces the concept of “partition
node” to describe the topologically-critical nodes, whose failure may potentially lead to overlay partitioning. Then a
simple, effective and distributed method to detect and avoid partition nodes, is proposed. The results of simulation
show that the proposed method can optimize the overlay topology and remarkably improve the fault tolerance of
unstructured P2P systems under a dynamic environment.
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Fig.1 Number of partition nodes in different states
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Table 4 The effectiveness of our partition node avoidance algorithm (77L=3)

R4 B REER A AE (R TTL=3)

TTL=3 Initial state After the 1st round operations After the 2nd round operations
Linear chain connection 171 72 25
Chordal ring connection 171 65 19

Table 5 The enhancement of system resilience to overlay partition, 77.=3, 7=50
F5 RGNS FEHRGT KRR TTL=3,T=50

TTL=3,T7=50 Number of failed nodes
Linear chain connection 58 > 235
Chordal ring connection 58 > 254
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Table 6 Different load factors in different states
F 6 AFPRE TR 1 Hl

Min load factor Max load factor Average load factor Load factor variance
Initial state 0.05 1.0 0.619 0.341
Steady state 0.05 1.0 0.635 0.227
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