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Abstract: As an important means to control the complexity of software systems, to improve software quality and
to support software development and software reuse, software architecture has become a mainstream research field
in the software engineering community. Now, software architecture research not only focuses on the design phase,
but also covers every phase of software lifecycle. This paper surveys the update-to-date research and practice of
software architecture from a software lifecycle’'s perspective, and discusses the potential research directions of
software architecture.
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