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A Web-based Workflow Management System
SHI Mei-lin  YANG Guang-xin XIANG Yong WU Shang-guang

{Department of Computer Science and Technology Tsinghua University Beijing  100084)

Abstract As che Internet/Intranet/ WWW technologies become more and more mature and web-based appli-
cations become richer and richer. the application developers are provided with an ideal computing environment to
construct WiMSs (workflow management systems). Web-hased WiMSs can help business goals to be nchieved
effectively by means of integrating varicus distributed resources in an easy to access environment, A web-hzsed
general purpose workflow management system named Wowww | is described in this paper, detailing its architee-
wre, the work{luw model and the algorithms used for workflow instance execution, the szlf-learning algorithm
for automatic process definition generation, and the strategies to support synchronous cooperation.

Key words Workflow management system, computer stpporred cnoperative work, workflow on the world

wide web, Internet, WWW.
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